March 2016
Adar I/Adar II 5776
From Rabbi Eugene A. Wernick -Dear Friends,
This month we celebrate the holiday of Purim on which we read from the
book of Esther twice, first at our Ma’ariv service on the evening of the 23rd, and the
24th at Morning Service at 8:00am.
Scholars question the authenticity of the events related in this book and
many believe it to be a work of fiction. But the story itself is so paradigmatic of
anti-Semitism that the story has a reality that supersedes whatever the actual facts
might have been.
Haman is insulted by the Jew Mordecai. He resolves to wreak his revenge
not only on Mordecai but on Mordecai’s people, the Jews. Haman goes to the king
and tells the time-honored phrases of hate for fun and profit. “You know, King, there
is a people scattered and apart among the peoples in all of the lands of your
kingdom, their customs are different from every other people and they don’t obey
the law of the kingdom, and for the king it is not profitable to let them be.”
Haman then offers a large bribe to Ahasuerus, so that he would allow Haman
to destroy these people and seize their wealth. The twist is that the Queen is a
Jewish woman who has hidden her identity. Her cousin Mordecai approaches her
and tells her she has to intervene. She is hesitant at first to risk her life and position.
Her cousin upbraids her with the immortal words:
“Do not imagine to escape in the palace from (the fate) of the Jews. For if you
remain silent at this time, escape and help will come to the Jews from another
source, but you and your father’s house will be destroyed. For who knows if not for
this moment you have achieved royalty.” Esther screws up her courage and the rest
of the story is known.
I think of us, who live in safety and comfort in the United States, while our
brethren in Israel wrestle with the insoluble puzzle of how to make peace with the
Palestinians and not jeopardize their own existence. It is all well and good for those
who criticize the settlements as if they are the only impediment to peace. Even
greater obstacles are the Palestinians’ intransigence to compromise on the territory
for a separate state, rocket attacks of Israel from Gaza, a territory that was ceded to
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them, with no pre-conditions, and frequent declarations of their intent to eliminate
Israel altogether. In the last war with Hamas, the detractors of Israel seized on the
number of Palestinians who were killed to blame only Israel. But an attack by
Hamas rockets that shut down Israel’s only major airport, even for a day, is a fact
that even Israel did not wish to publicize.
Let us tell the truth to the American people and everyone else. Had any
other country’s airport been closed by a terrorist organization, would its response
have been as limited as was Israel’s?
I am not an apologist for the present Israeli government and I do - when
appropriate - take it to task for not abiding by the high principles I believe must be
its raison d’etre. But there are those who criticize the Jewish state without taking
into account who are its enemies and in what neighborhood it exists. This stance
wraps itself in a cloak of morality but I detect hiding in the folds of that cloak a very
old attitude of anti-Jewish animus which seizes in every age the opportunity to
show that it is still in some quarters an acceptable prejudice.
When we defend Israel we defend ourselves.
Happy Purim!
Gene

Morning Minyan
One of my goals is to assure a full minyan every morning so we can support those
among us who are saying Kaddish and conduct a full service.
Morning Minyan is 8:00 am on most weekdays, 9:00 am on national holidays. The
service runs approximately 30 minutes on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 40 minutes
on Mondays and Thursdays when we read Torah.
Can you try to attend one morning a week? One morning a month? Can we contact you
when we have a special need for a Minyan?
Please contact the rabbi at 212.752.1200 or rabbi@east.55.org to discuss.
--Rabbi Eugene Wernick

Message from the Rabbi -If you or anyone you know is ill or incapacitated and you would like a
home or hospital visit, please notify the office or Rabbi Wernick.

Capital Campaign 2015-2016
Great news! We met our goal of $25,000 for the Matching Grant proposed by Mark and Judy
Shapiro in December. Most of those contributions were received in late December and January. We received
the last three in February. I thank all of you who responded to this call.
Those of you who have not fulfilled your pledge for last year, we still need your funds to complete
the work of the renovation. I am aware that a number of you have made a pledge over a three-year period.
However, if you are able to make a payment for this year's portion now, you will be rendering a great service.
Marcia Kerr-Cherbini, Capital Campaign Chairperson
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Joel Cohen
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Rosalind Devon
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Mr. & Mrs. Sandford Edelman
Ira & Myrna Epstein
Barbara Feingold
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Sheldon Fried
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Florence Kavaler
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Leo & Sandy Koppell
Barbara Gerber-Krasner
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of
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Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, for the June &
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Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in
memory of Sandy & Leo Koppell’s son-in-law, David
Rubenstein
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in
honor of the wedding of Alexandra Berke & Spencer
Soloway
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in
honor of the birth of Eva Young’s great granddaughter
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, a
refuah shelma for Meryl Levy
Bernadette Kriftcher
Barbara Levine
Peter & Leslie Levine
Jeffrey Lowitt
Stephen Meringoff
Lois Moss
Melvin & Elaine Nadell
Ruth Oppenheimer
Glenn & Stacey Ostrager
Stanley & Charlotte Plotnick
Gladys Pruzansky
Murray Rehner
David Reitner
Juliana & Rusty Reno
Alan Resnick
Faanya Rose
David Rosenberg & Eleanor Bucko
Eric & Sophie Ross
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David Sokol
Charlene Soltz-Etkes
Stuart Stahl
Heris Stenzel
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Strauss
Jacob Sutton
Anna Wolinsky
Women’s League
Eva Young
Mr. & Mrs. Sid Zukerman

Monthly Musical Kabbalat Shabbat
March 18, 2016 at 6:00pm
Cantor Shiree Kidron is bringing the latest in
contemporary worship to Or Olam with a Musical Kabbalat
Shabbot service the third Friday of every month.
Cantor Kidron will be joined by a changing roster of musical
accompanists, and there may even be dancing in the aisles.
Please let friends know about this exciting service.

Purim
March 23rd and 24th
Mark your calendars for the evening of Wednesday, March 23rd and the morning of
March 24th. On Wednesday evening at 7:30 we'll have a Ma'ariv service with a full
reading of Megillat Esther, followed by sushi, a sake tasting, hamentashen, and
cabaret-style entertainment by Elan Bortnicker and friends, who wowed the crowd at
our 20s/30s Hanukkah party. Costumes encouraged! On Thursday morning at 8:00am
we’ll have our Purim morning service with a second full reading of the Megillah.
Purim festivities will be free, but please RSVP to the office.

Co Presidents’ Message
from
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & David Reitner
A Remarkable Month
Our congregation was invigorated in February by a series of highly successful events: the second
musical Kabbalat Shabbat, on the 18th; a film about Jewish comedy on the 22nd; and the Sheba Ensemble
concert on the 25th. Through their extraordinary efforts, Rabbi Wernick and Cantor Shiree Kidron have
breathed new spirit into our services and musical programs, thereby attracting new people to our
synagogue, many of whom have inquired about membership. As always, we are grateful to members who
have volunteered their services to organize, publicize, and provide financial support.
Those of you who attended the February 25th concert received a program that listed its sponsors,
which included local businesses that we patronize, Or Olam members, and friends and fans of our cantor
from other venues.
In addition to financial supporters, others responsible for the success of our March activities:
Juliana Reno, chair of the Ritual Committee, who works on the arrangements for the musical Kabbalat
Shabbat with Rabbi Wernick, Cantor Kidron, and Harold Levine; Audrey Cohen, chair of the Program
Committee, for scheduling the film about Jewish comedy; and Cantor Kidron, who took care of many of
the necessary arrangements for the concert, in addition to doing an outstanding job as a performer with the
Sheba Ensemble. Her contacts with several companies secured us contributions of cheese and wine.
A special thanks to Harold Levine, who is responsible for setting us up on Facebook and Google,
using the Eventbrite website for the marketing of tickets, maintaining our Or Olam website, handling our
publicity and marketing, and personally selling tickets at the door on the night of the concert. Harold also
writes the text for the weekly bulletin posters and email messages.
Arlene Flohr, our Vice-President and pro-bono attorney for contracts and other legal matters, also
participated in many of the decisions related to the concert. Arlene always volunteers to help out in any
way she can, as in presenting a talk on Wills and Estates for the End-of-Life Issues Program, in November,
and serving as an usher for the concert.
Thanks, too, to Eli Navon, Cantor Kidron’s husband, for pitching in as an usher at the concert.
A visitor to our synagogue, following the recent musical Kabbalat Shabbat service, wrote on
Facebook that we are a very welcoming congregation, even to strangers. Hospitality has always been a
hallmark of our synagogue, thanks to all of you who meet and greet.
Thoughts on Purim
Purim reminds us that human agency can change the course of history, and that it’s important to
think of the well-being of others, not just of ourselves. Haman, an advisor to Ahasuerus, King of the Persian
Empire, was bent on a “final solution,” the genocide of the Jews. Mordecai, who had earlier overheard two
men plotting to assassinate the king and had asked his niece Esther to inform the latter of it, now called
upon her to intervene on behalf of the threatened Jews. Although Esther hesitated at first, fearful that an
unsolicited visit to the king would, according to the law, result, in her execution, Mordecai urged her to take
that risk because if the Jews were put to death, she, too, would die. Esther heeded Mordecai’s advice,
ingratiated herself with Ahasuerus, so that he would extend the royal baton of welcome, and also used a
stratagem to compromise Haman, which led to the latter’s execution.
(Continued on page 10)

TODAH RABBAH
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Arlene Flohr, in loving memory of Harold Levine’s father, George Levine
Charlene Soltz-Etkes, in memory of Harold Levine’s father
YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS
Aaron Ast, in loving memory of Abraham Ast
Aaron Ast, in loving memory of Sarah Ast
Barbara Ast, in loving memory of David Marlowe
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Julia Denker
Michael Berelowitz, in loving memory of Ralph Finkelstein
Richard Berke, in loving memory of Janet Berke
Burton Fine, in loving memory of Libby Fine
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Irving Gaines
Anita Guttman
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Mollie Karpman
Doris Hertz, in loving memory of Philip Miller
Helene Laszlo, in loving memory of Marvin Knobler
Helene Laszlo, in loving memory of Rae Knobler
David Menashy, in loving memory of Edward Menashy
Elaine Nadell, in loving memory of David Harris
Eric Ross, in loving memory of Luisa Ross
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Jean Frechtman
Harriet Solo, in loving memory of Marc Solo
Charlene Soltz-Etkes, in loving memory of her brother, Howard Soltz
Heris Stenzel & Jan Stenzel, in loving memory of Hyman Stenzel
Heris Stenzel & Jan Stenzel, in loving memory of Lillian Stenzel
FLOWER FUND
Gail Daitch
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Arnold & Harriet Gussin, in memory of Harold Levine’s father, George Levine
PURIM PARTY
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Eric & Sophie Ross
MUSIC FUND
Morton Cohen
David S. Dane
Florence Diller & William Pollack
Isaac Fialkof
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Richard & Madalyn Kravitz
Barbara & Neal Kaplan
New York Heating
David Reitner
Jack Topal & Evelyn Gelman
David & Karin Goss
Peter & Leslie Levine
Sandra Serebin
Jacob Sutton
ZMOS Networks
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Ahasuerus could not, according to the Persian law, revoke the order of genocide, but he could allow
the Jews to defend themselves, which they did. Of course, we are reminded that we also need God’s
help. Although the name of God is not mentioned in the megillah, Esther did ask that the Jews fast for
three days, to help her in her mission.
As an aside, it is interesting that the matriarchs and other heroines of the Torah or other
Jewish texts usually use their wiles to accomplish their objectives rather than physical prowess. While,
at times, we may question the ethics of their actions, clearly it is brains, even more than brawn that
have advanced the goals of the Jewish people.
A Call For Your Leadership & Participation
As you can see, Or Olam depends on our volunteers to make our services run smoothly and
offer exciting programing. Volunteering is also a way to meet other members and work one-on-one
with our clergy and leadership. We have one-time and ongoing volunteer opportunities. If you’d like
to help out, please contact us via the office, and we’ll set up an appointment to discuss your skills,
interests and availability.
Our Matching-Grant Goal Was Met!
You may recall that, in December, Mark and Judy Shapiro proposed a $25,000 matching
grant for our Capital Campaign. We are pleased to announce that the generosity of our members and
friends enabled us to reach this goal by the last week of February. We thank all of you who made this
possible. Mark sent an email indicating that Judy and he were very pleased that we met the matching
grant, and they will send a check in that amount in the middle of this month.
We are continuing to meet with designers and to review proposals for the wall and bimah.
We expect to propose a selection by the next Board meeting in March. We will be able to show you
options before the May Annual Meeting.
Happy Purim!
Barbara Gerber-Krasner
David Reitner

Synagogue Book Club
Both Men & Women Invited

Monday April 11th at 8:00pm
led by Florence Diller

All Who Go Do Not Return
by Shelem Deen
2015 National Jewish Book Award Winner
Myra H. Kraft Memorial Award
for Contemporary Jewish Life and Practice
Winner of the 2016 Great Lakes College Association
New Writers Award for Creative Non-Fiction

Women’s League Corner

With the holiday of Purim upon us, Women’s League is engaged in preparing
mishloach manot packages. Our wonderful team of volunteer shoppers will be at Costco,
making a trip to Brooklyn, and shopping online. The Excel expert has begun her work, and
we appreciate those who pack and deliver the final products. We especially appreciate
Mary’s invaluable support in the office. Todah Rabbah to all our volunteers
In April we will get together with neighboring synagogues. The annual Women's
Seder will take place on Tuesday, April 5. Rabbi Rachel Ain and our own Cantor Shiree
Kidron, along with Cantor Shayna Postman will preside. There will be a dinner, singing,
dancing, and a beautiful seder which you can bring home to enhance the meaning of your
own Passover celebration. Flyers are available in the Synagogue. Email me at
safta18@aol.com if you’d like to receive a copy.
On Thursday, April 7 we have the incredible opportunity to tour the United Nations
and hear a briefing presented by the Israel Mission to the UN. We will meet to go through
security at 10:45 AM. This event is open to the entire MetroNorth region. Both men and
women are invited. Space is limited. Please contact me directly at 212-758-7445 if you
would like to register. Flyers will be available shortly.
As previously announced, we are honoring Florence Diller at our Torah Fund dinner
Monday, May 16. This event takes place at Sutton Place Synagogue, and is held in
conjunction with other Metropolitan Synagogues in support of Torah Fund. Through Torah
Fund, we support the education for rabbis, cantors, and educators at the Jewish Theological
Seminary. Florence, our honoree, is an incredibly worthy candidate. Though she spends
most of her time in New Jersey, she actively supports our Or Olam community.
Our final event of the season will be Women's League Shabbat. Please note date
correction, June 11. Florence Diller and Sheila Kretch will co-chair this event.
I look forward to seeing you at our Purim celebration, Wednesday evening, March
23. Consider volunteering to help with the Shalach Manot project, and thank you for
supporting Women’s League in so many ways.

Sandy Koppell
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