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Upcoming

January 31st
Tu B’Shevat

Seder

From Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits --

Dear Friends,

With the secular new year past, many of us have just finished up our annual 
charitable giving - I am just as guilty as many of you in waiting until the last few
days!   Indeed, from both my chair as rabbi of  Or Olam, and from serving on 
the board of a second charitable organization - Encounter - I see the other side of this season
as organizational leadership anxiously waits for their last minute funding to come in.   And
yet, while many of you may not be aware, this time of year our synagogue is not only on the
receiving end of your charitable gifts, but gives out Tzedakah as well.  

In December, Nadja Parker, our inimitable bookkeeper, does a tally of the funds that
come in to the synagogue through the Tzedakah box that we put out at morning minyan. Its
mostly change, and one and five dollar bills, but it adds up, to over eleven hundred dollars
over the year! When the tally is done, the shul redistributes these moneys you have trusted us
with to the most needy.

Over the past months, some of you have asked me, how do we determine which
needy to give these funds to?

As a synagogue, it seems most fitting that Jewish law should be our guide, and so we
turn to the rules of charity spelled out in the Talmud, in Tractate Bava Metzia (71a) where we
read: “oincew jxir iipr, (When distributing charity or loans) your first priority are the needy of
your own town.”  With this teaching in mind, we chose to distribute the first third of this
year’s tzedakah monies to the Robin Hood Foundation - New York’s largest and most
effective anti-poverty organization - which distributes goods and services to soup kitchens,
homeless shelters, schools, and job-training programs.  Especially appealing to us, is the fact
that Robin Hood's board of directors pays all administrative, fundraising and evaluation costs
of the non-profit, so 100% of our synagogue’s donations went directly to organizations
helping New Yorkers in need.

The Talmud however also encourages us to take care of our own - not only those
who live in our city, but “jnr ipr - the poor of our own nation,” and so we decided to
distribute the second third of our annual pushke drive to Mazon - the most respected Jewish
anti-poverty organization in the World - which works both in the US and in
Israel to provide fresh and canned goods to food banks, helps low-income
seniors get the nutritional assistance benefits they need, and advocates to the
government as well, for the programatic needs of our society’s most
disadvantaged. (Continued on the next page)
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Mishnah Study Group

Join the Rabbi every Thursday
Morning for a 

Mishnah Study Group
following the 8am morning minyan

Coffee & Light Breakfast Served

On call for minyan

Please let us know if you would
be available for a morning

minyan if needed. 
If you are,  please let the office

know.

Finally, when choosing a third charitable grantee for this year, we remembered the teaching
of yet another passage in the Talmud, “Support the non-Jewish poor with the Jewish poor...
visit the non-Jewish sick with the Jewish sick, and bury the non-Jewish dead with the Jewish
dead...” (Gittin 61a)   To fulfill this final mission, we chose one of Charity Navigators top
rated Jewish Charities - one with incredibly low administrative and development costs - The
American Jewish World Service.   AJWS supports more than 500 grassroots organizations in
Africa, Asia and the Americas that promote the rights of women, girls and LGBT people;
rebuilds societies torn apart by war and natural disasters; and works to secure access to food,
land and water for all peoples in these most challenged areas.

These amazing projects are where your small donations dropped in a box at the end
of services are going to work.  In this coming year, I hope you will continue to support our
Pushke, which is out at morning minyan five days a week.  Come to a morning service, if it’s
a Thursday, stick around afterwords for breakfast and Torah study, and when you are here,
bring a few extra dollars along with you for the Tzedakah box, so that we, as a community,
can continue to support holy work outside our doors as well as within.   And of course, don’t
forget about supporting your synagogue either!

Happy New Year and Best Wishes to all who are near and far during these coldest months!

Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits 
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President’s Message   
January heralds the secular New Year, and on the twentieth of the month, the

current ceiling of the main sanctuary will be removed, to be replaced by a new one.  
This project is part of an ongoing renovation taking place in the spring and through the
summer.  I am pleased to report that vice-president David Reitner will be coordinating
this project, in consultation with the Building Committee (Michael Cherbini, Marcia 
Kerr, and Harold Levine), and with the very efficient company N.Y. Solutions, Inc., which put in a
new roof and repaired the fire escapes.

Please be patient during the interval of construction, when we will pray in the Beit Midrash.
The main sanctuary will be much improved in time for the High Holidays.

In February we celebrate one of the four Jewish New Years, the New Year for Trees,
referred to by its date, Tu B’Shvat, the fifteenth of the Hebrew month, which begins after sunset of
February 3 and ends at nightfall on February 4.

The only reference in the Torah to a surviving custom associated with this holiday is from
Leviticus 19:23-25: “When you come to the land and you plant any tree, you shall treat its fruit as
forbidden; for three years, it will be forbidden and not eaten.  In the fourth year, all of its fruit shall
be sanctified (set aside as a tithing) to praise the Lord.  In the fifth year, you may eat its fruit.”  The
holiday itself is not mentioned in the Torah, only in the Mishnah.

On Tu B’Shvat, a calculation is made of the age of the tree, to determine when its fruit may
be used for personal consumption, as opposed to tithing.  Each tree is considered to be one-year-old
as of Tu B’Shvat.  The date we use to celebrate the New Year was decided by the House of Hillel.
As in many other instances, the House of Shamai differed with regard to the date, preferring the first
of the month, but we follow Hillel’s choice.  Hillel most likely chose the fifteenth because the first
New Year is on the fifteenth of the month of Tishrei, and Passover is on the 15th of Nissan.

Among the customs associated with the holiday is eating a new fruit or one of the seven
species (shivat haminim) deemed abundant in Israel:  wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates,
olives, and dates (honey) (Deuteronomy 8:8).

It has become customary to either plant trees ourselves or contribute to the Jewish National
Fund, which plants trees in Israel. I still have vivid memories of collecting money from my
neighbors in a JNF pishkah.

A recent focus on the need to conserve water indicates that trees are essential to its retention.
Where loggers have cut down trees, without replanting any, the water supply has been depleted.  The
Amazon is a case in point.

Judaism in recent years has become more sensitive to ecology, and Israel has been in the
vanguard of using trees to preserve water.

Our synagogue will have a kiddush on the Shabbat preceding Tu B’Shevat, providing a
seder, and including the traditional fruits.

I am sorry that I will not be able to join you for this festive celebration, but I wish you much
joy in the coming year, and a safe and healthy winter.  I look forward to seeing you upon my return,
March 23.

L’hitraot,
Barbara
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Or Olam
Annual Hanukkah Party

OUR MEMBERS

    In Memoriam Jerry Manber z”l
Jerry Manber was born on November 20, 1916 the third of seven children 
born on the Lower East Side to Morris and Rose Manber, immigrants from 
Austria.  As a young man, Jerry was an exceptional athlete, and was drafted
 out of High School by the New York Giants, and played for their minor 
league club in Montreal.  At the height of the Great Depression, Jerry gave 
up his dreams of playing professional baseball to take a job as a Postman 
and help support his family, back in New York.   During the Second World 
War, Jerry once again answered the call of duty and left the Postal Service 
to serve in the US Army’s Second Infantry Division, where he trained with 
British Commandos to become part of the first unit of the famed Army Rangers.  As a Staff Sergeant,
Jerry led a squad of men into combat on D-Day, and was later seriously injured during the Battle of
St Lo, where his unit helped to take a strategic crossroad from the Germans so that Allied forces
could advance into Occupied France, and on to Germany.

After the War, Jerry’s injuries forced him to retire from the US Postal Service and he
eventually worked on Wall Street, for the Bache Company, and later imported and sold Swedish
Kitchen Wares with his elder brother Sam.   

Jerry is predeceased by his beloved wife, Marget, and is survived by his youngest brother,
David, and his wife, Adrianne, Manber.   
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TODAH RABBAH 
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Kenneth Adelsberg & Laurie Newitz, in loving memory of Ken’s  aunt , Vera Broverman
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Naomi Weiss, Mother of Laurie Berke-Weiss
Paul & Janet Cord, in loving memory of Naomi Weiss, mother of Lauie Berke-Weiss
Adassa W. Fishman, in honor of Mordecai & Shiela Braunstein
Arnold & Harriet Gussin, in honor of Harold Levine
Irwin Iroff
Sylvia K. Johann, in loving memory of Morris & Rose Katz
Sylvia K. Johann, in loving memory of Ann Cohen, mother of David Cohen
Alfred & Temma Kingsley, in loving memory of Joel Gussin
Martin & Barbara Klein
Jeffrey Lowitt
Ruth Oppenheimer, in loving memory of David Reitner’s uncle, Murray Fishman
Ruth Oppenheimer, in loving memory of Henry Oppenheimer
Lolita Ryklin, in honor of her son Eric Ryklin
Phyllis C. Solomon, in loving memory of Naomi Weiss, Mother of Laurie Berke-Weiss
Stuart Stahl, in loving memory of Jerry Manber
Jacob Sutton, in thanks to the Rabbi, the congregation and Mary Boyle for making the Bris of my grandson, Jacob
a joyous event.
Yascha Sutton, in thanks for an Aliyah
Yascha Sutton, in thanks for an Aliyah
Roger Yager
Eva Young, in honor of the birth of the great granddaughter of Esther Wertheim
YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS
Sara Markel Altman, in loving memory of Maurice Boukstein
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Arthur Bach
Jamie Barry, in loving memory of Stephen Barry
Martin Begun, in loving memory of Judith Begun
Martin Begun, in loving memory of Lillian Muir
Richard Berke, in loving memory of William Berke
Mordecai Braunstein, in loving memory of Samuel Braunstein
Mordecai Braunstein, in loving memory of Helen Braunstein
Shiela Braunstein, in loving memory of Harry Goldklang
Diane Citron, in loving memory of Ida Roth
Lawrence Citron, in loving memory of Mary Citron
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Peter Gutterman
Ellen Diamond, in loving memory of Barbara Diamond
Florence Diller, in loving memory of Else Graupe
Judi Falk, in loving memory of Claire Ellenberg
Stephen Firestein, in loving memory of Helen Firestein
Stephen Firestein, in loving memory of Jennie Kern
Stephen Firestein, in loving memory of Jacob Firestein
Warren Friedman, in loving memory of Samuel Friedman
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Sadie Gaines
Anne Glauber, in loving memory of Pauly Friedman
Barbara Goldberg, in loving memory of Norman Goldberg
Barbara Goldberg, in loving memory of Ray Green
Harold Griffel, in loving memory of Marion Griffel
Peggi Gross-Saez, in loving memory of Julius Saez
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Dorothy Karpman Babel
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Robert H. Karpman 
Bernard Herold, in loving memory of George Herold
Marcy Honig, in loving memory of Gloria Goldman
Cyla Klein, in loving memory of Frida Hauben
Ellen Katz, in loving memory of Frieda Katz
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YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)
Harvey Katz, in loving memory of Nathan Katz
Cyla Klein, in loving memory of Frida Hauben
Neil Kleinhandler, in loving memory of Nathan Kleinhandler
Sandra Koppell, in loving memory of Ruth Raphan
Sandra Koppell, in loving memory of Hyman Raphan
Joseph Kornreich, in loving memory of Larry Kornreich
Robert Kresch, in loving memory of Maxwell Kresch
Lynn Lappin, in loving memory of Martha Fuldauer
Billie Lederman-Bauman, in loving memory of Fannie Lederman
Barbara Levine, in loving memory of Ida Rebhun
Peter Levine, in loving memory of Mildred Levine
Jerry Manber, in loving memory of Rose Manber
Stephen Meringoff, in loving memory of Evelyn Meringoff
Stephen Meringoff, in loving memory of Leo Meringoff
Sharon Miller, in loving memory of Ruth Abrams
Sharon Miller, in loving memory of Hyman Stelzer
Florence Mink, in loving memory of her sister-in-law, Sally Lugof
Florence Mink, in loving memory of her mother, Eugenie Kirschen
Florence Mink, in loving memory of her father, Rubin Seider
Florence Mink, in loving memory of her husband, Joseph Mink
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of Hortense Mohr
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of Lawrence Mohr
Elaine Nadell, in loving memory of Rose Harris
Robert Neidorff, in loving memory of A. Harvey Neidorff
Laurie Newitz, in loving memory of Jack Newitz
Ruth Oppenheimer, in loving memory of Henry Oppenheimer
Sandra Ortner, in loving memory Bertha Goodman
Glenn Ostrager, in loving memory of Anne Ostrager
Charlotte Plotnick, in loving memory of Abraham Weiner
Stanley Plotnick, in loving memory of Jacob Plotnick
William Reader, in loving memory of Lester Bowman
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of David White 
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Charles K. Rehner
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Esther Rehner
Leon Reimer, in loving memory of Alex Reimer
Rachel Resnick, in loving memory of my father, Moshe Resnick
Jeffrey Richards, In loving memory of Rose Lebenson Dorb
Cecily Salzman, in loving memory of Rose Falkenstein
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Fanny Sandler
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Isaac Sandler
Elizabeth Shwal, in loving memory of Henry Shwal
Isabel Schein, in loving memory of Robert Schein
Harriet Solo, in loving memory of Audrey Kroll Tosto
Sheldon Stein, in loving memory of Harry Stein
Jacob Sutton, in loving memory of Isaac Sutton
Jacob Sutton, in loving memory of Jonina Sutton
Jacob Sutton, in loving memory of Michael David Wein
Barbara Warmflash, in loving memory of Herbert Warmflash
Mark Waxman, in loving memory of Isidore Waxman
Barbara Wolfe, in loving memory of Chester Wolfe
Austin Wrubel, in loving memory of Rose Newman
Austin Wrubel, in loving memory of Herbert  Newman
Austin Wrubel, in loving memory of George Wrubel

In Memoriam

Jerry Manber

Ruth Popkin
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JOIN OUR SYNAGOGE BOOK GROUP 
BOTH MEN & WOMEN INVITED 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 2.  We have postponed the reading of An
Officer and a Spy, by Robert Harris, as Florence Diller, who will be leading the discussion, will be
unable to attend.   This book will be discussed at the following meeting.
At our February 2 meeting, Edith Claman will present a short review of Dona Gracia of the House of
Naxos, written by Cecil Roth, which was our December book.  We will also discuss Rav Hisda’s Daughter, Book
1, Apprentice, by Maggie Anton.  Hisdadukh, blessed to be beautiful and learned, is the youngest child of
Talmudic sage Rav Hisda. The world around her is full of conflict. Rome, fast becoming Christian,
battles Zoroastrian Persia for dominance while Rav Hisda and his colleagues struggle to establish new
Jewish traditions after the destruction of Jerusalem's Holy Temple. Against this backdrop Hisdadukh
embarks on the tortuous path to become an enchantress in the very land where the word 'magic'
originated.
Dates for future meetings and books will be planned at the February meeting.  Bring your ideas for
future selections to that meeting or e-mail them to safta18@aol.com.
An RSVP is necessary for attendance at our discussions, as these meetings are held in people’s
homes.  Please let me know if you plan to attend.  Call 212-758-7445 or e-mail as above.

FLOWER FUND
Harold Griffel, in loving memory of his wife, Marion
Natalie Katz, in loving memory of Claire Lipshitz
Natalie Katz, in loving memory of Hyman Wachtel
Marcia Kerr, in loving memory of Abraham Weiner
Ruth Oppenheimer, in loving memory of Henry
Oppenheimer
Jacob Sutton, in memory of his father, Isaac Sutton
KIDDUSH FUND
Florence Kavaler
Jacob Sutton, in memory of his father, Isaac Sutton
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Alan Honig
Jeffrey Lowitt
PROGRAM FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in
            honor of David Rosenberg’s birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in
            honor of Jacob Sutton’s grandson
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in
            memory of Naomi Weiss, mother of Laurie
                                Berke-Weiss

KOL NIDRE
Martin Begun
Rafi Ben-Atar
Michael Berelowitz
Burton & Audrey Citak
Sandra & Leo Koppell
Richard & Christine Mack
Glenn & Stacey Ostrager
Charlotte & Stanley Plotnick
Richard & Fara Satin
Nasser Victory
The Waxman Family

Todah Rabbah
To our Or Olam family who have
given so warmly and generously
consoling us on the tragic loss of our
beloved son, Joel.  We are so
appreciative.  
        -- Harriet & Arnold Gussin

YIZKOR
Maira Barnette, in honor of her
parents, Bernice Brourman &
Irving Daniel Brourman
Mark & Ellen Albin
Kenneth Greenvald
Daniel & Debra Kamen
Steven & Carol Kosann
Melvin & Elaine Nadell
Martin Stein
Jacob Sutton
Paul Tassler
Mark & Marilyn Waxman
Samuel Waxman
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Women’s League Corner -
 

     Happy New Year! As Jews, we are blessed to celebrate 
twice.  This holiday season has been very festive in New York, and the weather 
has permitted us to be out and about, enjoying all the decorations. I know that I, 
personally, love that very special feeling of New York City during the holidays.  The New
Year also gives us another chance to get back on track, a chance to reflect once more, on
where we are going on life’s journey.
     We will begin the year with our focus on our Shalach Manot project for Purim.  This is
the only fund raising we do all year.  After an initial notice sent to our members, we have the
beginnings of a list of volunteers.  Herris Stenzel and I will be meeting at 11:00 AM on
Tuesday, January 6 at the Synagogue to plan our campaign.  If you are able to join us, we
would love your input.  If there is some special idea you have or a specific thing you would
like to volunteer for, let us know, if you have not all ready done so.  We can be reached;
Herris at hstenzel@verizon.net and me at safta18@aol.com or 212-758-7445.  We will
probably be stuffing envelopes for mailing our order forms the week of January 12.  Let us
know if you are available then.
     Since there will be no bulletin again till March, let me alert you to an upcoming event to
“Save the Date” for.  Our annual Women’s Seder, a joint effort of Sutton Place Synagogue,
Habonim and our Women’s League is scheduled for Wednesday, March 11.  Those of you
who have previously attended will attest to the fact that this is a wonderful event. The
camaraderie, the food, the singing and the prayers all help to get us in the mood for Pesach.
Flyers with the details will be forthcoming.  It is just a tad too early to have all the
information ready for this bulletin.
     The Winter-Spring classes for continuing Jewish education for women and men offered
by Women’s League will begin February 1.  Dr. Rachel Mincer will be teaching Early
Modern Jewish Texts and Rabbi Marcus Mordecai Schwartz, Ph.D. will be teaching The
Jewish Family in the Talmud.   Classes are held in conjunction with the Jewish Theological
Seminary.  For details, please contact me.
     Besides these programs, we look forward to spring happenings; Women’s League
Shabbat, our annual Torah Fund dinner and MetroNorth Spring Conference.  Stay tuned.
     If you have not yet joined our Women’s League, it is not too late.  We invite you to
become a part of our family.  All it takes is a $25.00 check made out to Or Olam Women’s
League, which may be left in the Synagogue office.
     We wish you good health in the coming year and, most importantly, a year of peace.

B’Shalom

Sandy Koppell
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Or Olam - The East 55th Street Synagogue
Founded October 30, 1906 

as Chevra B’nai Leive

Clergy and Officers
Ephraim Pelcovits Rabbi
Bonnie Streigold Hazzan
Sherry Fyman Torah Reader
Barbara Gerber-Krasner President
David Reitner Vice-President
Arlene Flohr Vice-President
David Sokol Treasurer
Richard Kaufman Secretary

SHABBATOT for February

February 6-7 Yitro
Candlelighting: 5:01 pm     
Torah:  Exodus 18:1-20:22
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-6

February 13-14  Mishpatim
Candlelighting:  5:10pm     
Torah:  Exodus 21:1-24:18
Haftarah: II Kings 12:1-17

February 20-21 Terumah
Candlelighting: 5:18pm     
Torah:  Exodus 25:1-27:19
Haftarah: I Kings 5:26-6:13

February 27-28 Tetsavveh
Candlelighting:  5:26pm     
Torah:  Exodus 27:20-30:10
Haftarah: I Samuel 15:2-34

SHABBAT AND DAILY SERVICE TIMES
SHABBAT SERVICE TIMES
Kabbalat Shabbat                     6:00 p.m.
Morning Service                       9:30 a.m.
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Service (Monday-Friday)   8:00 a.m.
Evening Service (Monday-Thursday) 5:30p.m.

Please note:
January 19th -- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

& February 16th -- Presidents’ Day
Morning Service at 9:00am Office Closed

SHABBATOT - January

January 2-3 Vayhi
Candlelighting:  4:22pm  
Torah:  Genesis 47:28-50:26
Haftarah: I  Kings 2:1-12

January 9-10 Shemot
Candlelighting:  4:28pm  
Torah:  Exodus 1:1-6:1
Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23

January 16-17  Va’era
Candlelighting: 4:36pm  
Torah:  Exodus 6:2-9:35
Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:28-29:21

January 23-24   Bo
Candlelighting:  4:44pm  
Torah:  Exodus 10:1-13:16
Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28

January 30-31   Beshallah
Candlelighting:  4:12pm  
Torah:  Genesis 28:10-32:3
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10

OR OLAM 
THE EAST 55TH STREET SYNAGOGUE

308 East 55th Street • New York, NY  10022 •
212-752-1200

office@east55.org      www.east55.org

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com

