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From Rabbi Eugene A. Wernick -Dear Friends,
Most of the time, persons who complain that the rabbi is being political are people who are
offended by what the rabbi says because it disagrees with their particular views on an issue. But, truth
be told, a rabbi who does not state what he or she believes to be a view based upon our Torah,
prophets and rabbis is a moral coward.
If, sometimes, it does seem that the views expressed from the pulpit or study seem to tend
toward certain political views, then better than questioning the views expressed by the rabbi, look to
the policies being discussed and evaluate whether they conform to what our tradition teaches.
The pulpit is not a place for partisan politics. It is a place to weigh the implications of
policies and their effects on the general welfare, as well as on Jews and Israel. Any policy, whether of
our own government or of Israel, should be weighed in the balance of the voice of our Torah, prophets
and rabbis.
One thing for sure, no Jew conscious of our history can be anything but motivated to protect
Jews wherever they are and, especially, in the land of Israel.
Therefore, as Jews, we must come to the conclusion that we, as noted by De Gaulle, have no
permanent alliances, only permanent interests.
Partisans of right and left take delight in exposing the anti-Semitism that inhabits the fringes
of their opponents’ parties. Evidence indicates there is truth on both sides.
The latest example of anti-Semitism of the left is seen in Great Britain and the unprecedented
joint denunciation of the Labour Party under Jeremy Corbyn by the three leading Jewish papers: The
Jewish Chronicle, The Jewish Telegraph, and The Jewish News. British Jewry, which has not been
known in the past to be vocal, has found its voice in reacting to the vitriolic denunciation of Israel that
is nothing more than a variation of anti-Semitism.
Legitimate criticism of any government is justified, but the campaign to delegitimize the State
of Israel is nothing but anti-Semitism masquerading under another name.
When the Vietnam war raged, I came to the conclusion and said so from the pulpit that we
should end it as soon as possible, but I refused to march with any demonstration in which the Viet
Cong flag would be displayed.
As a rabbi in Israel, I would be doing a disservice to my congregants and the tradition I am
called forth to expound if I did not give voice to what I believe to be moral truth. It is with the
humility that I hope to espouse that I am willing to be shown false in my
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(continued from previous page) views. However, I demand from those who would correct me that they
cite chapter and verse from Torah, prophets and the rabbis of our rabbinical literature, to prove I have
misinterpreted what our tradition says.
These are dangerous times for us and Israel; we need courage to face the challenges. But let
us always remember the words attributed to George Santayana: “One man and the truth makes a
maj
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Message from Rabbi Wernick -Dear Friends,
I know that for whatever the reason many of us do not make it to synagogue on a
regular basis, if not infrequently. I am interested in you, your families and your general
welfare. I have keurig and can make coffee or tea. If anyone would like to just drop by
and have a spot of tea, as they say, please know that you will be most welcome. Your
company is desired, your needs attended to as best I can, and I look forward to a chance
to chat is looked forward to.
Please call for a time that fits your schedule.
best
gene
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Rabbi's Study Sessions at the Synagogue & Officers
Thursdays -12:30pm -1:30pm - Survey of the Mishnah.
Rabbi Wernick has created a web page for classes and learning that is accessible to members of Or
Olam. Go to orolam.pbworks.com. Request access to be a user and Rabbi Wernick will give you
access to the site. There is a plethora of information on the site and you can comment and ask
questions.
Rabbi Wernick is developing two classes: one on Introduction to Prophecy, the other on Jewish
Spirituality. These classes will have lessons and references in their folders.

Morning Minyan
One of my goals is to ensure a full minyan every morning so we can support those among us who are
saying Kaddish and conduct a full service. Morning Minyan is 8:00 am on most weekdays, 9:00 am on
national holidays. The service runs approximately 30 minutes on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 40
minutes on Mondays and Thursdays when we read Torah.
Can you try to attend one morning a week? One morning a month? Can we contact you when we have a
special need for a Minyan? Please contact the rabbi at 212.752.1200 or rabbi@east.55.org to discuss.

Thursday Evening Prayer Services - 5:30pm - 6:00pm
Member Stuart Stahl leads a 30-minute Minchah/Ma'ariv service everyThursday evening in the Social
Hall. This is an opportunity for those of you who would like to recite the Kaddish prayer at our
synagogue who are not available to join the daily Morning Minyan. We greatly appreciate Stuart's
commitment to conducting this service and invite anyone who wishes to join him.

Selichot
Saturday September 1st
Dessert Reception - 9:00 pm
Musical Selichot Service - 9:30 pm

Cantor Kidron will be conducting some classes this year:
Becoming Bnei Mitzvah beginning Oct 16th - Every Tuesday at 4:30 PM - $36 per class
A 12-week class designed to help Bnei Mitzvah students prepare for their ceremony. Students
will learn key prayers and the basic tropes in preparation for their individual portions.
Adult Bat Mitzvah Class - beginning- Nov 6th $36 per class
A special course designed for women who never had a chance to celebrate their Bat Mitzvah
to prepare and celebrate their joyous occasion at Or Olam. Participants will be assigned short
sections of Haftarah and/or Torah portions and learn to lead key prayers from the Shabbat
Service.
The History of Jewish Music - beginning Jan 28th - Every Monday at 6:30 PM - $18 per
class
Have you ever wanted to learn more about the fascinating history and development of Jewish
music? Together we will explore the background and development of our synagogue prayers
modes called "Nusach", the historical background of the different types of Torah cantillation
called "Tropes" as well as the ancient liturgical poems known as "Piyutim”, that most Jews
know by their initial stanzas such as Adon, Olam and Yigdal. We will also explore the
magnificent tradition of European Jewish music, and familiar contemporary and beloved
pieces. Whether you are a synagogue regular or just occasionally, this class will help you
appreciate the spiritual music experience.

New & Exciting
Upcoming Programming
August 5th: 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.--Street Fair at 52nd and 53rd Streets on Lexington Ave.-Or
Olam as Sponsor: volunteers still needed from 3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
August 7th: 7:30 p.m.--Open House--Rabbi Wernick Q &A re High Holy Days; Cantor
Kidron chanting High Holy Days liturgy; Josh Sauer, Hazzan Sheni, also chanting
liturgical selections.
September 1st: Leil Selichot--September 1st--Dessert at 9:00p.m.; Services at 9:30 p.m.
September 23rd: Sukkot Dinner--7 p.m., following services. Members: $45; Guests, $50.
Selection of Chicken, Salmon, Vegetarian.
October 16th: Technion lecture and tour; 9:30 a.m. breakfast of bagels and coffee; $10
charge; followed by lecture and tour on Roosevelt Island, no fee. We leave from the
synagogue.
October 19th: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Musical Kabbalat Shabbat services, followed by a
reception.
October 26th: 6:30-7:30 p.m. for Services, followed by Special Kabbalat Shabbat: dinner
and speaker: Rusty Reno: Catholicism and its Current View of Judaism. $36 for a sit-down
dinner.
November 5th: 7:30 p.m., "Jews on the Chocolate Trail"--book author talk by Rabbi Debbi
Prinz, followed by a chocolate tasting. We welcome contributions of kosher chocolate
goodies. No charge for members; $10 charge for non-members.
November 9th: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Special Friday Kabbalat Shabbat to commenerate
Kristallnacht.
November 16th, 6:30 p.m.: Musical Kabbalat Shabbat
December 9th: Celebrate Hanukkah With Us: Lighting of Menorah; Enjoy our seasonal
concert, followed by a festive holiday reception. Details to follow.

Presidents’ Message from Ken Adelsberg

As we continue to experience the heat, humidity and thunderstorms of
mid-summer, it is hard to believe that the High Holy Days are fast approaching. I encourage
you to renew your membership as soon as possible, as this is the best way to ensure that you
will be able to get seats that are to your liking.
The High Holy Days are a time for family, inspiration, reflection and repentance, and
I look forward to sharing this special time with each of you. One of the unique benefits of
living in New York City is that during the holidays the entire city seems to slow down a bit.
I hope that as many of you as possible take advantage of our beautiful and recently renovated
sanctuary and share the Days of Awe with the congregants of Or Olam.
As an early preview, we will be holding an Open House for potential new members
on August 7 at 7:30 pm. Cantor Shiree Kidron and Joshua Sauer will chant some of the
liturgical melodies for the High Holy Days, to be followed by Rabbi Wernick’s participation
in a Q&A, also focused on the holidays. I strongly encourage all of our members to attend
and greet new people. We all take justifiable pride in being the warm and friendly synagogue
in town, and I know of no way better to demonstrate that than by good conversation. Finally,
please think of a friend or acquaintance that you can bring along with you. It is of the utmost
importance that we all do what we can to find ways to increase our membership, and that can
only be done if all of our congregants make this a priority. The event is free, but please
register on Eventbrite.com.
Rosh Hashanah services begin on Sunday night, September 9. Please check our
weekly message and web page for times and details for all of our High Holiday Services.
Finally, let me be the first to wish all of you a healthy, happy, and successful New Year. May
you all be written in the Book of Life.
L’Shanah Tovah.

Ken Adelsberg
Membership Renewal
This year's membership materials have been mailed, and you should have received them by now. You
are encouraged to returns these as soon as you can, so that you have the best chance of receiving your
desired seats for the High Holy Days. If you did not already receive your packet, please contact the
office at 212.752.1200 or office@east55.org

Book of Remembrance
Forms for the Book of Remembrance have been mailed. If you have participated before your form has
been sent. Kindly edit the list and return it to the office with your payment, by August 17th.

TODAH RABBAH
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL
Arlene Flohr, in memory of Cliff Karp’s mother
Arlene Flohr, in honor of Harriet Gussin’s 80th Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner,a refuah shelamah for Florence Kavaler
Linda Klempner, in honor of Sandy Koppell
Sandra Koppell, in honor of Harriet Gussin’s 80th Birthday
Sheldon & Gloria Moline, in honor of Harriet Gussin’s 80th Birthday
Kenneth Ratner
Max Schindler
Eva Young, in honor of Arlene Flohr
YAHRZEITS
Bernita Benson, in loving memory of Sidney Ofsowitz
Bunny Blei, in loving memory of Gerald Blei
Roberta DeFabritus, in loving memory of Jonas Bertan
Honey Drucker, in loving memory of Lillian Bornstein
Arlene Flohr, in memory of Cliff Karp’s mother
Arlene Fein in loving memory of Harvey Paticoff
Arlene Flohr, in loving memory of Eugene Flohr
Karin Goss, in loving memory of Lionel Katz
Heiman Gross, in loving memory of Rose Gross
Anita Guttman, in loving memory of Harry Guttman
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of William Karpman
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Allan Karpman
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Morris Karpman
Jacques Kellner, in loving memory of Arlene Kellner
Marcia Kerr-Cherbini, in loving memory of Steve Brian Kerr
Rochelle Kornreich, in loving memory of Rose Turetsky
Barbara Levine, in loving memory of Lawrence Levine
Barbara Levine, in loving memory of Martha Levine
Jeffrey Lowitt, in loving memory of Marvin Lowitt
Sharon Miller, in loving memory of Anna Stelzer
Evelyn Morgenstern, in loving memory ofStephen Sperling
Roberta Nusim, in loving memory of Ranna Nusim
Glenn Ostrager, in loving memory of Murray Ostrager
Sophie Ross, in loving memory of Herman Poplausky
Michael Rubenstein, in loving memory of Arthur Rubenstein
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Edith Sandler
Judith Sharken, in loving memory of Meyer Livner
Sherill Sigalow, in loving memory of Gloria Sigalow
David Sokol, in loving memory of Paul Sokol
Fereshteh Victory, in loving memory of Iran Victory
Pamela Weiss, in loving memory of Victoria Weiss
Audrey Woolrich, in loving memory of Felice Woolrich

Synagogue Book Group
The next meeting of the Synagogue book club
Wednesday, October 11.
We are reading The Cloister by James Carroll
Please let Sandy Koppell know if you would like to
host a meeting. Both men and women are welcome.

Todah Rabbah con’t
MUSICAL KABBALAT SHABBAT
Stephen Rogers
David & Inna Weiss
Menorah Winston
FLOWER FUND
Ken Adelsberg & Laurie Newitz, in loving memory of Ken’s mother, Faye Adelsberg
KIDDUSH FUND
Ken Adelsberg & Laurie Newitz, in loving memory of Ken’s mother, Faye Adelsberg
PROGRAM FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of the 5th Wedding Anniversary of Cantor Shiree
Kidron & Eli Navon
YIZKOR
Jeffrey Lowitt
TREE OF LIFE
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of the birth of their great grandson, Aviv Sibony,
born to Anat & Liran Ben Gida
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of the birth of their twin great grandsons, Ethan
Hunter & Austin Oliver, born to Daniel & Erika Krasner
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Jerald Politzer & Jamie Barry

Social Justice Opportunity:
Feeding the Needy with Central Synagogue
Or Olam member, Geoffrey Skolnik, on behalf of our Social Justice committee, has coordinated
with Central Synagogue to welcome Or Olam members to their large-scale, long-standing weekly
program that feeds more than 100 people in our neighborhood each week.
A monthly email is sent to volunteers who can then sign up for the days they would like to help. If
you are interested in participating in this program - or have any questions - please email
Geoffrey Skolnik at gmskolnik@gmail.com. If you prefer to speak to him by phone, please call
him at 212-421-6831.

Women’s League Corner
As we enter the High Holiday season, I want you to know how close I feel to
this community. The Jewish Community is family, particularly here at Or Olam. We
share Simchas, we socialize at programs and Shabbat Kiddush, we observe the
holidays together, and we care for each other through tough times, illness and loss. We are a clan
that grows closer year after year. To quote the song title, I truly believe “We Are Family.” I feel so
blessed to be with you and look forward to greeting you as we gather together for the holidays, As
Jews, we are fortunate that when we travel, we can walk into any Synagogue and feel at home, but
when we return to Or Olam, we can truly say there is no place like home. I am proud of this warm
and caring community and so happy to be a part of it.
Coming up:
Supper in the Sukkah, Tuesday, September 25: Save the date! This is an annual event to
welcome the New Year. We invite all the women in our congregation to join us for an informal
supper in the Sukkah. This has been one of our best loved traditions. Bring a friend. Feast in the
Sukkah on homemade Nosh from our members. Enjoy the camaraderie of likeminded women.
Make new friends and visit with old friends. Eat! Schmooze! Sing! Learn! Details will be
forthcoming. If you are interested in being on the planning committee, contact me, safta18@aol.com
or 212-758-7445.
MetroNorth is planning a visit to the United Nations this fall. Look for details to be announced as
they become available.
Or Olam’s Program Committee has invited us to share the following events with MetroNorth
Women’s League:
October 16 Technion 9:30AM: We will learn about the Technion-Cornell Institute. The program
begins with bagels, cream cheese and coffee at Or Olam, from 9:30-10 AM, a presentation about the
Technion, by Tova Kantrowitz at 10:00 AM, to be followed by a trip to Roosevelt Island, with a tour
at 12:00 noon led by Tova. The cost is $10.00 plus carfare to Roosevelt Island. The tour is limited
to 20 people, so it is first come first served.
November 5: On the Chocolate Trail with Rabbi Debbie Prinz
Rabbi Deborah Prinz will speak about "On the Chocolate Trail", a delectable journey through the
Jewish history of chocolate. Rabbi Prinz draws from her world travels on the trail of chocolate to
enchant chocoholics everywhere as she unwraps the role of religions in the trade, retail and
manufacture of chocolate since it was first introduced to Europeans. We are hoping for volunteers
who can make some chocolate desserts to share at this program.
Torah Fund: Harriet Gussin has our 5779 Torah Fund pins available. It is a wonderful way to
support the various seminaries that educate our Rabbis and teachers and receive a beautiful pin in
appreciation of a $180.00 donation or more. You can contact Harriet at hagussin@aol.com or
212-682-4714 and she will make sure you have your pin to wear for the holidays.
Now is the time to join Women’s League. Begin the year with the commitment to be
counted among Conservative Jewish Women. Please leave a check for us for $25.00 for this year’s
dues in the Synagogue office. We will be sending out bills to our members shortly, but feel free to
leave a check for us, even before you get your bill.
May the coming year be filled with joy and good health. L’Shana Tova U’Metuka.

Sandy Koppell

SHABBATOT - August
August 3-4
Ekev
Candlelighting: 7:51pm
Torah: Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3
August 10-11
Re’eh
Candlelighting: 7:42pm
Torah:Deuteronomy11:26-16:17
Maftir: Numbers 28:9-15
Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-24, 23
August 17-18
Shofetim
Candlelighting: 7:33pm
Torah: Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9
Haftarah: Isaiah 51:12-52:12

SHABBAT AND DAILY SERVICE
TIMES
SHABBAT SERVICE TIMES
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:30pm
Morning Service
9:30am
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Service (Monday-Friday) 8:00am

August 24-25
Ki tetse
Candlelighting: 7:22pm
Torah: Deuteronomy 21:19-25:19
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10 +
54:11-55:5
August 31- September 1 Ki tavo
Candlelighting: 7:11pm
Torah: Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22
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