March/April 2018
Adar/Nisan/Iyyar 5778

From Rabbi Eugene A. Wernick -Dear Friends,

March begins for us with the celebration of the holiday of
Purim. On the sabbath before Purim we read the special portion known as Zakor. Zakor
taken from Deuteronomy 25:17-19 reads:
17 Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way as you came out of Egypt;
18 how he met you by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, all that were enfeebled in thy
rear, when you were faint and weary; and he feared not God.
19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from all your enemies
roundabout, in the land which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance to possess it, that
you shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget.

To remember the cruel deeds of Amalek, the purported ancestor of Haman, Jews
incorporated the command to remember “Amalek into the “six remembrances, “ that
some orthodox Jews say every morning after the prayers of Shaharit.
To remember enemies’ evil designs is not limited to Jews. Cato the “Elder”
would end his speeches with the phrase: “Carthago delenda est” [literally, “Carthage is
destroyed,” but in context, “Carthage is as good as destroyed.”].
After the horror of the Parkland massacre, in which so many beautiful students
and teachers were murdered, their blood cries out to be remembered that they did not
die in vain.
To that purpose, I will in every way I can bring attention to the need to protect our
students in their schools. In every utterance until there is some action taken to see that
this does not occur again I will end every article and speech with:
“REMEMBER PARKLAND!” By this I mean not only Parkland but Sandy Hook
and Las Vegas and Columbine and far too many that should be remembered.
If I look foolish or attention-seeking, so be it. We forget too soon. The Baal
Shem Tov said: “Forgetting prolongs exile, remembering hastens redemption.”
As in this month, we go from the remembrance of Purim to the retelling of the
Passover story, we as a people of history are bidden not to forget.
REMEMBER PARKLAND!

Musical Kabbalat
Shabbat
3/16 & 4/20

Kosher Wine Tasting
3/18

Concert
Israeli Music
4/26

SpecialKiddushim
April 7th
Bob and Bonnie Cooperman will sponsor the flowers and the Kiddush in
loving memory of Bob’ father, Albert Cooperman

Rabbi's Study Sessions
Traditional Study
Thursdays - 12:30pm - 1:30pm - Beginning on March 15th the Rabbi's class will be a
survey of the Mishnah. We will be studying portions from every tractate in order to
understand the breadth and depth of this important early compendium of Jewish Law
(Halakha) on which the Talmuds of Israel and Babylonia as well as all subsequent
rabbinical decisions are based.
On Line Study Opportunities
Rabbi Wernick has created a web page for classes and learning that is accessible to members of
Or Olam. All you have to do is go to orolam.pbworks.com. Request access to be a user and
Rabbi Wernick will give you access to the site. There is a plethora of information on the site and
you can comment and ask questions. Rabbi Wernick is developing two classes one on
Introduction to Prophecy and the other on Jewish Spirituality. These classes will have lessons
and references in their folders.

Message from the Rabbi
If you or anyone you know is ill or incapacitated and you would like a home or hospital visit, please
notify the office or call Rabbi Wernick at the office, his home (212)679-1837 or cell (215)990-1545.

Morning Minyan
One of my goals is to ensure a full minyan every morning so we can support those among us who are
saying Kaddish and conduct a full service. Morning Minyan is 8:00 am on most weekdays, 9:00 am on
national holidays. The service runs approximately 30 minutes on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 40
minutes on Mondays and Thursdays when we read Torah.
Can you try to attend one morning a week? One morning a month? Can we contact you when we have a
special need for a Minyan? Please contact the rabbi at 212.752.1200 or rabbi@east.55.org to discuss.

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat
March 16th & April 20th
At 6:30pm
Join us for a joyous Musical Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday, March 16th. Cantor
Kidron, with instrumental accompaniment, will lead us in a joyful Shabbat
celebration. Free and open to all, but we ask for registration at Eventbrite.com so
we’ll have enough refreshments for all.

Passover Kosher Wine Tasting
Sunday, March 18th 3:30pm to 6:30pm

Just in time for Passover, join us for a wine tasting featuring Kosher-for-Passover
wines from The River Wine, an importer, distributor and producer committed to offering
superior wines to the United States from around the world, with a strong focus on Israel.
Along with the wines we’ll have a selection of finger foods to whet your appetite.
You’ll get to taste a wide variety of Kosher-for-Passover wines (and a
Kosher-for-Passover Vodka) from The River, and be able to place an order for delivery to
your home or office by Passover. An expert from The River will be on hand to help you
choose the wines that are just right for you. With selections for $9 to $65, there's something
for every budget.
$10 for Or Olam members, $15 for non-members. We ask that you register ahead of
time, so we’ll be sure to have sufficient wine and food for all. Capacity is limited, and
day-of-event admission (if space is available) is payable by cash or check only. To register
online, go to Eventbrite.com and search for "Kosher Wine Tasting."
This event is sponsored by the Membership Committee of Or Olam, for persons 21
years of age and up. Wines are ordered directly from The River, payable by credit card,
cash or check.

SALE OF CHAMETZ
To be completed no later than Monday March 26, 2018
I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi Eugene Wernick to act in my
behalf to sell all Chametz possessed by me – knowingly or unknowingly – as defined by
Torah and rabbinic law, and to lease all places wherein Chametz owned may be found. This
transaction will be in effect for the duration of Pesach, which this year begins with sundown
on March 30, 2018 and runs through April 7, 2018. And to this I hereby affix my signature on
this ____ day of _____________, in the year 2018.
Signature
_______________________________________________________
Name (printed)

_______________________________________________________

Address

_______________________________________________________

City, ST, Zip

_______________________________________________________

Email

___________________ Phone_____________________________
Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $___________ for the sale of Chametz.
Please make check payable to Or Olam -- The East 55th Street Synagogue.

MATZOH FUND
Please make your contribution as early as possible
100% of the Matzoh Fund Money is applied to community purposes.
Or Olam funds needy Jewish families in the Metropolitan Area for Pesach necessities and
furnishes Pesach foods. We also provide Haggadot for Jewish patients in hospitals and other
institutions. In these difficult times, the Mitzvah of giving will enable you to sit down at your
Seder table with a heart full of joy knowing you gave to those less fortunate than you the
opportunity to observe the holidays and experience the warmth of Pesach.
Name (printed)
_______________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________________________________

City, ST, Zip

_______________________________________________________

Email

___________________ Phone_____________________________
Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $___________ for the Matzah Fund.
Please make check payable to Or Olam -- The East 55th Street Synagogue
Contributions may also be made online at www.Eatst55.org/donate

Thursday, April 26, 7:30 pm
Our 2018 spring concert celebrates Israel's 70th birthday. The program features timeless
favorites, songs of the Jewish immigrant groups that give Israeli music its special
character, settings of texts by Israel’s legendary poets and selections of the contemporary
music.
Or Olam’s beloved Cantor Shiree Kidron will share the stage
with acclaimed Israeli vocalists Omer Shaish and Adi Kozlovsky.
Concert will be followed by a reception featuring the flavors of Israel.
$20 for Or Olam Members. Non-members: $25 in advance or $30 at the door.
Register at Eventbrite. com (search for Or Olam)

Passover Schedule 5778/2018
Friday March 30th Morning 8:00am Services and Siyyum For First Born
Friday March 30th Evening Services 5:30 pm
Saturday March 31st Passover First Day Services 9:30am
Sunday April 1st
Passover Second Day Services 9:30am
Monday-Thursday April 2nd-5th Services 8:00am
Friday April 6th Passover Seventh Day Services 9:30am
Friday April 6th Services 6:30pm
Saturday April 7th Passover Eighth Day Yizkor Services 9:30am
Passover ends Saturday April 7th 7:15pm

Presidents’ Message from Barbara Gerber-Krasner
We began March with the holiday of Purim, one of several that deal with the attempted
genocide of the Jewish people. The threat against Jews is still very real, whether globally or
domestically.
Even in our own neighborhood, swastikas appeared during the year on the walls of a synagogue in our
neighborhood.. To ensure greater safety at our own synagogue, we increased security by hiring professional
security guards and by installing new cameras, alarms, and sensors.
Jewish humor has always come to the fore in the most tragic of times. I was recently reminded of
Jewish humor regarding many of our holidays, in the book Ally, by Michael Oren: whether it be Hanukkah,
Purim, or Pesach, Jews say: “They tried to kill us; we survived; and now let’s eat.” I think of the specific foods
that we’ve come to associate with these holidays: latkes; hamentaschen; and matzoh. Jews are also known to be
generous in sharing holiday foods with the needy.
Sandy Koppell and a group of volunteers headed by Heris Stenzel delivered shalach manot to members
and their friends. We are all grateful to you for participating in the purchase of these packages, some of which
also went to feed the needy.
Before Passover, we invite you to participate in the Matzoh Fund solicitation, to help deliver matzoh
and other Passover products to the needy in Manhattan.
In February, the mass killing at a Florida high school was yet another reminder of violence perpetrated
by mentally disturbed people who have access to assault rifles. Various perpetrators are being outed for bad
behavior, and posting all politicians receiving funding for their campaigns from the NRA may yield positive
results.
On a more positive note, we can be proud of the wonderful reaction we’ve had to all our Musical
Kabbalat Shabbat services. The one on February 16th attracted almost one hundred attendees; Cantor Kidron and
her professional musicians are outstanding in their performances. Rabbi Wernick energizes us with his passionate
voice for social justice.
Online publicity for our Purim celebration garnered some 120 registrants and it proved to be even better
than last year. As a reminder, we ask that even our members should register for our special programs, so that we
may have an accurate count for the food order.
All the participants did a fantastic job. Gail Rothman generously provided for Sushi and an additional
server.
Mary Boyle, Sandy Koppell, and Gail Rothman (?) decorated the Social Hall. Sherry Fyman read expressively
from the megillah on Wednesday evening and Thursday morning; Cantor Kidron, with her musicians added
passion to the celebration. As usual, Eli Navon worked with Audrey Cohen, chair of the Program Committee, to
make all the arrangements. My only regret is that I could not share this joyous occasion with you.
Another terrific program, the Spring concert, on April 26th, has been posted on Eventbrite, and I
encourage you to register for it early, by going to Eventbrite and searching for Or Olam or visiting our website or
Facebook page and following the links. If you have any difficulty doing this online, contact the office, and Mary
Boyle will help you register. Details of the program will soon be available. You can count on Cantor Kidron to
organize an interesting program, with accomplished musicians.
We end March with the beginning of Passover, when we will be celebrating the freeing of the Israelites
from bondage and the first journey to the promised Holy Land. So many of our prayers reference peace. The
word “Shalom” is uttered in every greeting and in our wishes for a peaceful Shabbat. While praying for peace, let
us also work toward that goal in every aspect of our lives.
I will be returning to New York City on March 25th, and I look forward to seeing you on my return. I
have missed my Or Olam family.
A special thank you to Mary Boyle, who has patiently addressed all my concerns from abroad, and who
ensures efficiency in the daily administering of synagogue business.
Continued on next page

Barbara Gerber-Krasner -- continued from previous page
A Board meeting is scheduled for March 26th, with an agenda of very important items. Our trustees work
very hard throughout the year, to ensure the ongoing operations of Or Olam. I am sure that you join me in
expressing appreciation of their hard work. Arlene Flohr and Ken Adelsberg, in particular, are to be commended
for their leadership during my absence. Not to be forgotten are all the volunteers on various committees and for
special projects. Audrey Cohen and the Program Committee; Bob Uffen and the Membership Committee; David
Sokol and the Security Committee, with major assistance from Eli Navon, also active in programming and attracting
new members; Juliana Reno and the Ritual Committee; Ken Adelsberg, Finance Committee; Ira Epstein, Investment
Committee; and Harold Levine, ably directing Marketing and Publicity, placing us at the forefront of Jewish
communal life, while also providing editorial guidance; Sandy Koppell, President of our Women’s League Affiliate,
and all her volunteers; and volunteer ushers, Edith Claman, Laurie Newitz, Ken Adelsberg, and Lisa Siegal, who
meet and greet all who enter.
Kol Hakavod to Rabbi Wernick, whose dedication to Or Olam has been evident in so many aspects of its
life: spiritual guidance; pastoral care; social activism; and common sense participation in decision making. Totally
engaged in every facet of synagogue life, he has set very high standards of leadership. We are all fortunate to have
him as our Rabbi. He and we are also blessed to have Irene Gilbert, his spouse, as a committed partner.
B’shalom.
Wishing you all a joyous Purim and a very sweet Passover,
Barbara Gerber-Krasner

Renovation Update
The Rondels should be up by March 20th and
the Flower Stands are scheduled for delivery by March 16th.
TODAH RABBAH
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
MARKETING FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
PROGRAM FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Gail Rothman & Stephen Rycroft,food and bartender for the Purim Party
Musical Kabbalat Shabbat
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Linda Klempner, in honor of Sandy Koppell
Jeffrey Lowitt
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Jeffrey Lowitt
MUSIC FUND
David S. Dane
Evelyn Gelman & Jack Topal

TORAH COVER
Karen Dine, Richard Dine & Jeffrey Dine,in loving memory of their parents, Esther and Mark Dine

TODAH RABBAH
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Anton T. Loew & Sharon G. Kramer-Loew
Avram & Vivian Ozsarfati
Kenneth Ratner
Eric & Sophie Ross
Melvyn Trepper
Yahrzeits
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Julia Denker
Mary Boyle, in loving memory of Edward Shamoun
Audrey Citak, in loving memory of Martha Kahn
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Mike Claman
David Cummins, in loving memory of Anne Glauber
Rhonda DeFabritus, in loving memory of Sophie Bertan
Andrena Dionisio, in loving memory of Joseph Dionisio
Andrena Dionisio, in loving memory of Minnie Dionisio
Sara Doktofsky, in loving memory of her husband, Max Doktofsky
Arlene Fein, in loving memory of Albert Paticoff
Burton Fine, in loving memory of Libby Fine
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Jacob Ginsberg
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Irving Gaines
Doris Golub, in loving memory of Cypa Golub
David Goss, in loving memory of Bertha Goss
Howard Green, in loving memory of Frieda Davis
Harold Griffel, in loving memory of Samuel Griffel
Anita Guttman, in loving memory of Laura Guttman
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Mollie Karpman
Marcia Kerr, in loving memory of Shirley Weiner
Bernadette Kriftcher, in loving memory of Noel Kriftcher
Helene Laszlo, in loving memory of Marvin Knobler
Ellice Matsil, in loving memory of Anna Block
David Menashy, in loving memory of Edward Menashy
Roberta Nusim in loving memory of Samuel Nusim
Jerald Politzer, in loving memory of Gabriel Politzer
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Selma Hockhauser
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Morris White
Steven Rosen, in loving memory of David Rosen
Eric Ross, in loving memory of Luisa Ross
Judith Sharken, in loving memory of Esther Gilbert
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Jean Frechtman
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Regina Frechtman
Harriet Solo, in loving memory of Marc Solo
Heris Stenzel & Jan Stenzel, in loving memory of Hyman & Lillian Stenzel

Synagogue Book Club
The synagogue book club provides an intimate
environment for discussing interesting works of
fiction related to Jewish traditions and history.

The next Book Club meeting will be on
March 12, 2018. We will be discussing
The Plot Against America by Philip Roth
We need someone to host and/or lead the discussion.
Please let Sandy Koppell know if you are
interested: safta18@aol.co

Thank you! Thank you!
The Shalach Manot project has now been completed. The crew packed more than 370
packages. We once again sent gift packages to Chai Lifeline, for hospitalized children and
to Project Ore for seniors. We were so delighted to have the support of the community as
well as over thirty volunteers, including children and grandchildren of our members. We
will use the funds raised towards the pledge we have made to renovate our kitchen. Todah
Rabah to the Or Olam community and the following volunteers:

Some of our crew members:
Sheila Kresch, Terri Gelbart,
Harriet Gussin & Arlene Stuhl.

Sara Markel-Altman
Billie Bauman
Philip Bauman
Mary Boyle
Edith Claman
Florence Diller
Rita Friedman
Susan Friedman
Terri Gelbart
Irene Gilbert
Lola Goldberg
Rita Greenstein
Harold Griffel
Arnold Gussin
Harriet Gussin

Gail Jaffee
Deborah Katz
Arielle Koppell
Irene Kopley
Sheila Kresch
Laurie Newitz
Ruth Oppenheime
Jennifer Rosenblum
Elijah Rosenblum
Simon Rosenblum
Aaron Ross
Sophie Ross
Lisa Siegal
Arlene Stuhl
Shoshana Vinderboim

Women’s League Corner
Purim is past and we are on to Pesach. Passover affords us a time to get
together with our families and friends. We lean back reclining as we enjoy our
Seder. We do not have to rush this evening. It seems in today’s society we (and
especially me) are always rushing. We are highly scheduled. Our children and grandchildren
don’t just play anymore. They arrange to have play dates. We are so highly scheduled we must
make appointments weeks in advance. We should make sure we take time during these holidays
to get together with the family and build memories of our Jewish heritage which our children and
grandchildren can cherish. Don’t we look back at our Seders as some of the sweetest times
shared with family? Living rich Jewish lives, observing our traditions and sharing them with our
children and grandchildren will help ensure that we leave our Jewish heritage ready for the next
generations to take over and love and observe.
Women’s Seder, Tuesday, March 13th: The deadline has been extended and there is still time to
register. You can call your reservation in, Phone (212) 593-3300 and reserve with your credit
card, pick up a flyer in the Synagogue lobby or we will email a flyer to you. This annual event
will take place at Sutton Place Synagogue. We join with friends at Habonim, Sutton Place and
Town and Village Synagogues, to celebrate. We have super-stars coordinating this program; our
own Cantor Shiree Kidron, Rabbi Ain, Sutton Place Synagogue, Rabbi Gelber, Habonim, and
Cantor Postman, Town and Village Synagogue. We are using a new caterer who has served
many Seders at Sutton Place Synagogue and it promises to be outstanding.
Thursday, May 10: MetroNorth Region will hold its annual Torah Fund Dinner. The Torah
Fund campaign supports scholarships, programming, and special projects at the seminaries of the
Conservative/Masorti Movement: JTS, Ziegler in California, Schechter Institute in Jerusalem,
Seminario Rabinico in Buenos Aires and the Zacharias Frankel College in Germany. We are
proud to honor Laurie Newitz. You always see her as you enter Kaballat Shabbat Services, where
she and her husband Ken are there to greet you. You will also see her Shabbat morning. Her
smile is contagious. To know her is to love her. She is the Purim spread sheet specialist and has
made our job so much easier, in so many ways; creating these fabulous spread sheets, working at
packing and delivering Shalach Monot packages, as well. Save the date. Flyers will be out
shortly. Registration is at 6:00 PM, dinner 6:30 PM. Join us in honoring this very special lady,
Laurie Newitz. Both men and women are invited.
Women’s League Shabbat will be held June 2nd. Florence Diller together with Laurie Newitz
will co-chair this event. More details coming next month. Save the date.
From my home to yours, a Zissen Pesach,

Sandy Koppell

