
October 2015 • Tishrei/Chesvan 5776

From Rabbi Eugene A. Wernick --

Dear Friends,
I have a vision of creating an Institute Of Jewish Studies here at Or Olam.
This institute will be devoted to all aspects of the Jewish Experience.
To that effect, I will be calling upon others besides myself to staff the classes.
I envisage classes every day open to all.  Hopefully those who attend our classes will
be motivated to support our synagogue as a driving force to make Jewish continuity a
reality.

As of now, I am planning classes: 
Wednesdays at 12 to 1 pm at the synagogue -  to begin October 14, 2015
This class will deal with our responsibility for protecting people from damage and
hurt that may be inflicted upon others by us or by our property as taught in rabbinic
sources.

Thursdays after morning minyan - to begin October 8, 2015
Various aspects of prayer and ritual including the secrets of Tefillin.

Monday Evenings 6:45 – 7:45 pm at the synagogue - to begin October 26, 2015
The Rabbinic Revolution:  How the Rabbis transformed Judaism from sacrifice to
study and prayer.  They reshaped the religions of the Western World.

I hope to add future classes and programs to meet the needs and desires of our
congregants.  This would include museum trips as well as perhaps a trip to Jewish
Italy.
To this end, I invite all who would like to be part of a focus group to plan classes and
events to join me on October 27, 2015 at the synagogue for a preliminary meeting.
I wish to make our synagogue an exciting place to pray, to study and to come
together in joy and fellowship.  We all can be the levers to move the world; all we
have to do is to work in unity.

Affectionately,
Gene
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~~~ Special  Kiddushim ~~~
October 3rd

Flowers and Kiddush sponsored by Natalie Katz in loving memory of her
husband, Murray S. Katz

October 24th 
Flowers & Kiddush sponsored by Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour
Krasner. The Flowers in honor of Barbara’s Birthday & the Kiddush in

loving memory of Barbara’s father, Israel Gerber 
October 31st

Family of Jennifer Ramme will sponsor the Flowers & Kiddush in honor
of their Auf Ruf

November 7th
Flowers & Kiddush will be sponsored by Jacob Sutton in loving memory

of his father, Isaac Sutton

November 14th
Flowers & Kiddush will be sponsored by Chester & Beth Demel in honor

of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jonah

Opportunities to Study with Rabbi Eugene A. Wernick

Wednesdays at 12 to 1 pm at the synagogue -  to begin October 14, 2015
This class will deal with our responsibility for protecting people from damage and hurt that
may be inflicted upon others by us or by our property as taught in rabbinic sources.

Thursdays after morning minyan - to begin October 8, 2015
Various aspects of prayer and ritual including the secrets of Tefillin.

Monday Evenings 6:45 – 7:45 pm at the synagogue - to begin October 26, 2015
The Rabbinic Revolution:  How the Rabbis transformed Judaism from sacrifice to study
and prayer.  They reshaped the religions of the Western World.
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2015 Capital Campaign
Dear Friends and Fellow Congregants:
We began our Jewish New Year in our renovated Main Sanctuary, lifting our eyes to the high blue
ceiling, while feeling elevated to a higher degree of spirituality by our new clergy. We have not
completed the renovation, but are planning to do so over the next two years. Many of you have already
contributed to the Capital Campaign or made pledges, and we are very grateful to you. We hope that
those who have not yet given to the Capital Campaign will do so. 
Projects that still need to be sponsored are the following:
Bima platform; ark; front-wall design; windows; additional lighting; upholstering of central doors of
the sanctuary; new doors for the main entrance of the building; women’s restroom; and the social hall.  
It is also possible to name the Main Sanctuary.
Consult the following for more information: www.east55.org

Capital Campaign Contributors
Kenneth Adelsberg & Laurie Newitz
Mordecai & Shiela Braunstein
Richard & Eleanor Brilliant
Michael & Marcia Cherbini
Edith Claman
Audrey Cohen
Robert & Bonnie Cooperman
Rosalind Devon
Florence Diller & William Pollack
Mr. & Mrs. Sandford Edelman
Ira & Myrna Epstein
Barbara Feingold
Myrna Felder
Sherry Fyman & Rossella Mocerino
Burton & Brenda Fine
Arlene Flohr
Sheldon Fried
David & Karin Goss
Heiman & Marilyn Gross
Harold Griffel
Arnold & Harriet Gussin
Anita Guttman
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Honig
Natalie Katz
Florence Kavaler
Martin P. & Barbara Klein
Leo & Sandy Koppell
Barbara Gerber-Krasner
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of
Jerry Politzer’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, for the June &
July Members Birthdays
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in memory of
Sandy & Leo Koppell’s son-in-law, David Rubenstein
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of
the wedding of Alexandra Berke & Spencer Soloway

Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour
Krasner, in honor of the birth of Eva Young’s
great granddaughter Barbara Gerber-Krasner
& Seymour Krasner, a refuah shelma for Meryl
Levy
Bernadette Kriftcher
Barbara Levine
Peter & Leslie Levine
Jeffrey Lowitt
Stephen Meringoff
Lois Moss
Melvin & Elaine Nadell
Ruth Oppenheimer
Glenn & Stacey Ostrager
Stanley & Charlotte Plotnick
Gladys Pruzansky
Murray Rehner
David Reitner
Juliana & Rusty Reno
Alan Resnick
Faanya Rose 
David Rosenberg & Eleanor Bucko
Eric & Sophie Ross
Arthur Sellner
David Sokol
Stuart Stahl
Heris Stenzel
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Strauss
Jacob Sutton
Anna Wolinsky
Women’s League
Eva Young
Mr. &  Mrs. Sid Zukerman
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Co Presidents’ Message
from 

Barbara Gerber-Krasner & David Reitner

We began our Jewish year 5776 by celebrating the creation of the world and expressing our gratitude
for all the bounty God has given us.  Every day when I pray and sing “Adon Olam,” I am reminded that
Adonai preceded creation and is eternal, even after “all shall cease to be” (V’Acharai kichlot hakol, levado
yimloch norah”). While our prayer contrasts the transcendence and immortality of the divine with the mortality
of human beings, in the lines that follow, I am taken from a world dying out to an affirmation of God as “my
stronghold  in times of distress” (v’tsur chevli b’et tsara”). “my guide and my refuge” (v’hoo nisi umanos li”),
and to the final comforting thought, “As long as my soul is with my body, Adonai is with me; I shall not fear”
(V’im ruchi geviyati, Adonai li v’lo ira.”). 

This past year, we have witnessed a rise in Anti-Semitism, accompanied by terrorist killing, the
spread of ISIS, and the recent raising of the Palestinian flag at the United Nations, accompanied by Abbas’s
declaration to end all pacts with Israel.  The Mid-East conflict is now widespread, and with Russia engaging in
military action, is a potential source for a Third World War. At a time of such global turmoil, we need effective
leadership in our country. We all need to become more engaged in the political process.

As disturbing as the conflicts are on a macro scale, schisms between different affiliations of Jews in
the United States and in Israel pose a more immediate threat to our Jewish community.  Differing opinions
about who and how one should pray at the Western Wall in Jerusalem escalated to dissension over conversion
procedures and determination of who is considered a Jew, then to reopening the debate about Israel remaining
a “Jewish State.”  The Iran Nuclear Deal brought out even more animosity. If a Jew can hate another Jew or
even maintain that a Jew, unless Orthodox, may not be a citizen of Israel, we will not need Anti-Semitism to
wipe us out. 

Many of our prayers express confidence in Adonai’s ultimately righting the wrongs of the world, but
they also emphasize our duty to be partners in that endeavor.  Judaism always links prayer to action or “repair
of the world,” “tefillah” and “tikkun olam.”

Our synagogue is the sacred place where we come for “tefillah” and where our Rabbi and our prayers
call us to “tikkun olam.”  On Shabbat and holidays, we pray in the main sanctuary. After many years of wear
and tear, we realized that a renovation was warranted.  We’ve made many improvements in our main worship
space, with others to come during the year, notably the bima, ark, and front-wall design.  We already have a
punch list of adjustments that we will undertake in the next few months. 

We came together for the High Holy Days in our main sanctuary, inspired in our “new” space by our
new clergy: Rabbi Eugene Wernick and Cantor Shiree Kidron. 
Rabbi Wernick has met with many of you and he is seeking your collaboration in making his spiritual
leadership effective for you.   I hope that his focus meetings and his teaching sessions will accomplish that
goal.

We’ve celebrated Sukkot, the first of the three major festivals, zman simchateinu, a time for
rejoicing, this past week. Please join us in the Sukkah for kiddush.

Cantor Kidron will be performing on Monday evening, the beginning of Simchat Torah, in the main
sanctuary, accompanied by a pianist, and we’ll be dancing with the torahs.
Celebrate with us.
 On behalf of the Board of Trustees, David Reitner, and I thank you for your generous contributions to
enable the renovation, and we ask those of you who have not yet made a commitment to do so.  We also thank
Marcia-Kerr Cherbini for her leadership of the Capital Campaign.

As co-president, I thank David Reitner for heading up the Renovation Project, determined to provide
such a beautiful worship space, his and our spiritual home.   

Kol Tuv
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End of Life Lecture Series
8:00pm

November 3, 2015
    Aides, Nursing Homes, Hospice Care, Long-term care Insurance & Medicare

Speakers:  
Claudia Justy

November 10, 2015
Power of Attorney, Wills, Trusts and Bequests

Arlene Flohr, Esq.
November 17, 2015

Jewish Law & Termination of Life
Rabbi Eugene Wernick 

Organ Donation - Barbara Gerber-Krasner

Monday, October 19th at 8:00pm
Figurative Art in Jewish Contexts

with Professor Richard Brilliant 

Richard Brilliant, a member of Or Olam Synagogue,
Professor Emeritus of Art History and Archaeology, 
and Anna S. Garbedian Professor in the Humanities at 
Columbia University, has taught a variety of courses on Greek 
and Roman art, visual narrative, portraiture, and the theory of 
art history. He received his B.A. in Classics from Yale, LL.B. 
from Harvard, and M.A. and Ph.D. from Yale, as well as 
numerous fellowships and awards that have brought him to 
Rome for several years of study and residence. 

Upcoming Programs
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OUR MEMBERS

Happy Birthday 
to all of our October Birthdays!

Howard Babich, Karen Dine, Marilyn Gross, 
Barbara Gerber- Krasner, Richard Kaufman, Lynn Leff,

Barbara Levine, Frank Mayo, Lois Moss

In Memoriam

Isaac Cavaliero

Congratulations!
to

Frank Mayo
On the occasion of his 90th

Birthday
October 17, 2015

On call for minyan

Please let us know if you would be available for a morning minyan if needed. 
If you are,  please let the office know.

Congratulations!
to

Barbara Gerber-Krasner
&

Seymour Krasner
On the engagement of their
grandson, Daniel Krasner
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TODAH RABBAH 
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Morris Abraham
Philip & Billie Bauman, in loving memory Isaac Cavaliero
Sanford Edelman & Judith West, in loving memory of Julia Rabinowitz, mother of Lana Steinberg
Barbara Feingold & Al Gewirth, in thanks for the wonderful hospitality 
Linda & Joe Goldstein, in honor of Bob Cooperman’s 80th Birthday
Bette & Joe Kessler, in honor of Bob Cooperman’s 80th Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, loving memory of Isaac Cavaliero
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in thanks for the Aliyah on Rosh Hashannah
Lawrence Lawson, in thanks for the beautiful Shabbat services on August 15th

Ruth Oppenheimer, in memory of David Reitner’s uncle.
David Reitner, a refuah shelma for Harvey Rehner
Marcia Felner Spear, for sparing me from terrible circumstances  
David Reitner, in loving memory of Isaac Cavaliero 
David Reitner, in honor of the son of Barbara & Aaron Ast receiving an Emmy 
Michael Stoler
Lauren Title
Melvyn Trepper, donation for Pishka
Eleanor & Stephen Strauss, in honor of Marcia Kerr Cherbini & Michael Cherbini
Peggy Wecker, misheberach for Norma Landsman & Michelle Beberman
Helen & Sid Zukerman, in honor of Marcia Kerr Cherbini & Michael Cherbini, two wonderful people

YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS
Ellen Albin, in loving memory of Hyman Loebel
Ellen Albin, in loving memory of Joan Loebel
Ellen Albin, in loving memory of Shirley Loebel
Judith Bach, in loving of Nellie Bach
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Hannah Johnson
Miguel Brzostovski, in loving memory of Bina Brzostovski
Miguel Brzostovski, in loving memory of Jacob Brzostovski
Diane Citron, in loving memory of Ida Roth
Lawrence Citron, in loving memory of Mary Citron
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Gertrude Claman
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Lynette Mandel
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Charlotte Lewittes
Edith Claman, in loving memory of David Lewittes
David Cummins, in loving memory of Naomi Cummins
Erwin Danker, in loving memory of Helen Danker
Ruth Davis, in loving memory of Fannie Davis
Louis Dirnfeld, in loving memory of Doris Dirnfeld
Honey Drucker, in loving memory of Louis Bornstein
Ira Epstein, in loving memory of Janice Pollack
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Milton Mantell
Rita Greenstein, in loving memory of Willie Greenstein
Harold Griffel, in loving memory of Zena Griffel
Heiman Gross, in loving memory of Rose Gross
Marilyn Gross, in loving memory of beloved Uncle Ludwig
Arnold Gussin, in loving memory of Joel Gussin
Harriet Gussin, in loving memory of Beatrice Gordon
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Esther Karpman Solow
Marcy Honig, in loving memory of Samuel Goldman
Martin & Barbara P, Klein, in honor of Marcia Kerr Cherbini & Michael Cherbini
Robert Kresch, in loving memory of Sylvia Kresch
Jeffrey Leff, in loving memory of Barbara Leff
Jeffrey Lowitt, in loving memory of Marvin Lowitt
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YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)
Ellice Matsil, in loving memory of Hermione Matsil
Ellice Matsil, in loving memory of Isadore Block
Sol Matsil, in loving memory of Hermione, to perpetuate Herm’s worthy ideals & values
Sol Matsil, in loving memory of David Block
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of Joseph Weinberg
Evelyn Morgenstern, in loving memory of Louis Sperling
Roberta Nusim, in loving memory of Ranna Nusim
Roberta Nusim, in loving memory of Samuel Nusim
Steve Orlikoff, in loving of Myer Orlikoff
Stanley Plotnick, in loving memory of Esther Plotnick
Stanley Plotnick, in loving memory of Harvey Plotnick
Miriam Proper, in loving memory of Ethel Rattner
Miriam Proper, in loving memory of Israel Rattner
Miriam Proper, in loving memory of Gershon Cantor
Miriam Proper, in loving memory of Rachel Leah Cantor
Miriam Proper, in loving memory of the Shapiro Family
Alan Resnick, in loving memory of Sarah Resnick
Marshal Salant, in loving memory of Benjamin Salant
Edward Sandler, in loving memory Edith Sandler
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Marie Kalisch
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Adrienne Liepold
Harriet Solo, in loving memory of Lillian Kroll
Peggy Wecker, in loving memory of Ben Utrecht
Peggy Wecker, in loving memory of Rose Utrecht
Henny Weiss, in loving of Marvin Weiss
Pamela Weiss, in loving memory of Burton K. Weiss
Anna Wolinsky, in loving memory of Rivka Bernstein
FLOWER FUND
Natalie Katz, in loving memory of her husband, Murray S. Katz
Natalie Katz, in loving memory of her father, Sol Lipshitz
Natalie Katz, in loving memory of her aunt, Sadie Wachtel
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Sol Matsil, in loving memory of Hermione, to perpetuate Herm’s worthy ideals & values
Sophie Ross, in loving memory of Herman Poplausky
KIDDUSH FUND
Natalie Katz, in loving memory of her husband, Murray S. Katz
Sol Matsil, in loving memory of Hermione, to perpetuate Herm’s worthy ideals & values
Stuart Stahl, replenished liquor supply

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Rabbi Eugene A. Wernick, in honor of the engagement of the grandson of Barbara Gerber-Krasner &
Seymour Krasner

PROGRAM FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, for the Sukkot Program 
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, for the Chanukkah Program 
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Join our Synagogue Book Club
Both Men & Women Invited

                        Thursday, October 22nd at 8:00 PM 
                                   at the home of Audrey Cohen, 60 Sutton Pl South:
 

We will be reading Alice Hoffman's book "The Marriage of Opposites.”   It 
is the story of a forbidden love set on the tropical island of St. Thomas. She 
is married off to a widower with three children to save her father’s business. 
When her husband dies suddenly and his handsome, much younger nephew,

Frédérick, arrives from France to settle the estate, Rachel seizes her own life story, beginning a defiant,
passionate love affair that sparks a scandal that affects all of her family, including her favorite son,
who will become one of the greatest artists of France. 
Irene Kopley will lead the discussion.  
Please RSVP to our hostess at audrey.cohen@att.net orme, safta18@aol.com

Please note that any and all reservations for Kiddushim,
Flowers, Haftorah Readings, Auf Rufs, Bar/Bat

Mitzvahs, Brises, Baby Namings etc. must be made
through the Office.

Please email - office@east55.org or phone the office
(212)752-1200

All requests must be received and confirmed by the
office.
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Women’s League Corner  

Mazel tov to Sandy & Leo Koppell on the marriage of their granddaughter.

As of this writing Sandy & Leo Koppell are in Arizona celebrating the wedding of their
granddaughter.  Sandy will resume her column in our November issue.

The Annual Women’s League Supper in the Sukkah was, again, a very successful event
thanks to the hard work of all those who participated but especially, to Edith Claman
who chaired the event in Sandy’s absence.

We wanted to remind you that on Sunday, October 18 we hope those of us who are
willing and able will join Team Sharsheret, an organization supporting women and
families of Jewish background, facing cancer, at the American Cancer Society's
Making Strides against Breast Cancer Central Park 5-Mile Walk.  We have several
people who have already committed to walk.  

As we plan for the new year, we are open to any suggestions for programming. If
you are able to volunteer to help with any of our functions it would be
appreciated.  Please contact me at safta18@aol.com or 212-758-7445.
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SHABBATOT - October

October 2-3    Hol Hamo’ed
Candlelighting:  6:19pm  
Torah:  Exodus 33:12-34:26
Maftir: Numbers 29:26-31
Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18-39:16

October 9-10  Bereshit
Candlelighting:6:07pm  
Torah:  Genesis 1:1-6:8
Haftarah: Isaiah 42:5-43:10

October 16-17 Noah
Candlelighting:  5:56pm 
Torah:  Genesis 6:9-11:32
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-55:5

October 23-24  Lekh lekha
Candlelighting:  5:46pm 
Torah:  Genesis 16:1-17:27
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16

October 30-31  Vayera
Candlelighting:  5:37pm 
Torah:  Genesis 18:1-22:24
Haftarah: 2 Kings4:1-37

SHABBAT AND DAILY SERVICE TIMES
SHABBAT SERVICE TIMES
Kabbalat Shabbat                     6:00 p.m.
Morning Service                       9:30 a.m.
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Service (Monday-Friday)   8:00 a.m.

Or Olam - The East 55th Street Synagogue
Founded October 30, 1906 

as Chevra B’nai Leive

Clergy and Officers
Eugene A. Wernick Rabbi
Sherry Fyman Torah Reader
Marshal Salant Chairman
Barbara Gerber-Krasner CoPresident
David Reitner CoPresident
Arlene Flohr Vice-President
David Sokol Treasurer
Richard Kaufman Secretary

OR OLAM 
THE EAST 55TH STREET SYNAGOGUE

308 East 55th Street • New York, NY  10022 •
212-752-1200

office@east55.org      www.east55.org
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