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From Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits --

.L«¤zp̈En¡̀ dÄ ©x ,dl̈ §n ¤g §A i ¦zn̈ §W¦p i ¦A Ÿ §x«©f¡g ¤d ¤W ,mÏ ©w §e i ©g K¤l«¤n ,Li«¤pẗ§l i ¦p£̀  d ¤cFn
I give thanks to You, O God, eternal and living ruler, 
who in mercy has returned my soul to me; great is your faithfulness.

Dear Friends,

According to Jewish tradition, the words above are the first ones that should
leave our mouths in the morning.  We are taught to say them while we are still lying in
bed, before we have even washed our faces, or brushed our teeth.  While we might think
that addressing the Almighty in our pajamas is inappropriate, our Sages of Blessed
Memory teach us that expressing the most basic gratitude - for simply being alive -
supercedes any other morning task.

As I am sure most of you have learned by now, I will be leaving Or Olam at the
end of June, to accept a new position, as an Assistant Dean at the Ziegler School of
Rabbinic Studies, our Conservative Movement’s West Coast Rabbinical School.   It is a
bitter sweet time for me.  I am tremendously excited about this new opportunity, where I
will be tasked with helping to recruit and train a new generation of rabbis, and I am also
elated to be moving close to family, so that Alexander, Lev and Felix will be able to
grow up surrounded by their cousins.   And yet, I am deeply saddened too, to be leaving
this sacred and wonderful community that I have come to love and call my home, Or
Olam.

Over the past five years, I have gotten to know so many of you, through a laugh
over herring and arak at kiddush, and by sharing deep joy and sorrow too.  I’ve seen us
all age.  I’ve witnessed wonderful people join the community, new babies born, and been
there as we buried beloved members.  To be able to look around the chapel at Or Olam
on a Shabbat morning before my sermon and feel connected with each and every one of
you, is an amazing gift and privilege.  There’s an unbelievable feeling of relationship, of
relatedness, of connectedness, of having shared conversations and moments of holiness
with so many good people. 

I came to Or Olam right out of rabbinical school.  I knew the basics of being a
rabbi before I arrived here, after five years of school, learning from my wonderful
teachers and in many internships.  But it was here that I truly learned to be a rabbi. You
were my teachers.  Your presence - allowing me into your lives - has taught me so much
about the holy calling of the rabbinate and about humanity.          (continued next page)
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Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

Join the Rabbi & the Cantor
for our monthly

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service
with guest guitarist, Jordan Shaner
Service followed by Oneg Shabbat

Last one of the season- May 22 - 6:00pm
RSVP

Tot Shabbat
Join us for our monthly 

Tot Shabbat
at 10:30am

Last one of the season 5/9

~~~ Special  Kiddushim ~~~
May 9th

Kiddush & Flowers will be sponsored by 
Laurie Berke-Weiss & Brian Berke 

in honor of the Auf Ruf of 
their daughter, Alexandra Berke and Spencer Soloway

May 16th
The Flowers will be sponsored by the Manber Family

in loving memory of Jerry Manber
June 20th

Kiddush & Flowers will be sponsored by
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner in loving memory of

Seymour’s father, William Krasner
June 27th

Kiddush & Flowers will be sponsored by
Karen Dine in loving memory of her mother, Esther Dine

And so, as I prepare to leave, I want to say “thank you,” from the bottom of my
heart.   Thank you for this wonderful opportunity you have given me to serve and
celebrate with you.   It has been an honor and a priviledge to be your rabbi.   I will miss
each and every one of you.

Todah Rabbah,

Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits
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President’s Message   
Many of you already know that the Main Sanctuary has had a major 

renovation. We have already restructured the ceiling, returning it to its original arts 
& crafts style. Its greater height allows for a more spacious feeling, most apt for a 
spiritual experience. Trusses have been either repainted or replaced.  The light shade 
of the blue ceiling contrasts with the dark brown of the wood trusses.  The walls are a warm shade of
ecru.  The new HVAC system, replacing the radiators, has ducts running the length of the East wall,
and will create a much more comfortable environment, distributing either heat or air evenly
throughout the room.  New upholstered pews, made of honey-stained cherry wood, will be arriving
in about 16 weeks, and carpet runners for the side aisles in a navy & toast checked pattern will cover
newly finished floors. New chandeliers will also enhance the room.  With LED lighting used
throughout, energy costs will be lower. Another enhancement of the area will be new staircases,
making access to the main sanctuary and mezzanine safer.

Provided we get sufficient funding for our Capital Campaign, we will also restructure or
reconfigure the ark and the bima.

You are invited to stop by and view the ongoing transformation.  I’m certain that you will be
as excited as those of us who attend daily and/or Shabbat worship.

Renovation and innovation will be occurring over the next few months, and we will keep
you apprised of our progress.  Much of the renovation will be completed by the end of May, in time
to celebrate Shavuot, translated as either the Pentecost or the Feast of Weeks, which is always the
sixth of Sivan, this year on May 23.  We may not be ready to worship in the main sanctuary,
however, until the High Holidays. 

I look forward to seeing you on Shavuot, when we celebrate the gift of the Torah, our guide
to Jewish living. This holiday commemorates the agreement to the Covenant and its sealing at Sinai.
Yet, the biblical references to Shavuot are not related to this event. Rather, the holiday, according to
Exodus 23:14-19 and Leviticus 23:9-22, is the feast of harvest or the day of the first fruits. In
Deuteronomy 16:9-10, it is the termination of the seven weeks, begun “when the sickle is first put to
the standing grain.” When the grain was finally harvested, the Israelites were expected to bring a
freewill offering of two loaves of bread to the Temple, to express gratitude to God for providing the
food and to pray for God’s blessing for a successful harvest. It is the only one of the three requisite
pilgrimages (the others being Sukkot and Pesach) that has no historical connection to the Torah.
Only after the destruction of the Temple in 70 C.E. is Shavuot linked to the Revelation of the Torah
at Sinai, perhaps because it, too, was described in Exodus as taking place in Sivan. This holiday is
linked to Passover, through the counting of the omer, as of the second day of Passover, ending with
Shavuot, on the fiftieth day. Referring to it as Atzeret, in the Rabbinic tradition, meaning, “Remain
with me another day” suggests a connection to Pesach.  When seen as the day commemorating the
Revelation at Sinai, it is an independent holiday. The Ten Commandments are part of the Torah
reading for Shavuot. The case for connecting the two holidays is very strong as they link the
beginning and end of the harvest and the beginning and end of the Exodus, from Egypt to Sinai. As
Michael Strassfeld notes, this is “the connection between liberation and Revelation.” 

continued on next page
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(President’s Message Continued)

It is customary to study the evening before the holiday (Tikkun Leil Shavuot), a kabbalistic
custom adopted by the mystics in Safed in the sixteenth century. On the day itself, we read the book of
Ruth, on the one hand, because it is set at harvest time, and on the other, because it deals with Ruth’s
conversion to Judaism, seen as a parallel of the Israelite’s acceptance of the Torah and God’s covenant at
Sinai, marked by immersion and circumcision while in the desert. Whereas in Israel, the holiday is
celebrated only one day, in the diaspora, it is common to celebrate it two days, and it is on the second
day that we read the Book of Ruth.

As on the other pilgrimage festivals, we have a Yizkor service.  All of you are invited to attend
that even if you are unable to attend the full service.

I will be in Israel with my husband Seymour from April 29 to May 13, celebrating the wedding
of my eldest granddaughter.  Shortly after my return, we have our Annual Meeting (May 18), and I look
forward to seeing you there.

L’hitraot,
Barbara

On call for minyan

Please let us know if you would be available for a morning minyan if needed. 
If you are,  please let the office know.

Annual  Congregational Meeting 
May 18, 2015  8:00pm

Please note that any and all reservations for Kiddushim, Flowers, Haftorah Readings, Auf Rufs,
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Brises, Baby Namings etc. must be made through the Office.

Please email - office@east55.org or phone the office (212)752-1200
All requests must be received and confirmed by the office.
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OUR MEMBERS

Happy Birthday 
to all of our May Birthdays!

Meyer Gross, Ellen Katz, 
Eric Meren, Jerry Politzer, 

Elayne Reimer, Marshal Salant, 
David Sokol

Happy Birthday 
to all of our June Birthdays!

Kenneth Adelsberg, 
Michael Berelowitz, Sandra Block,

David Cummins, Karin Gross, 
Harriet Gussin, Sandra Koppell, 

Jeffrey Leff, Sol Matsil, 
Leon Reimer, Sophie Ross

Mazel Tov to
Alexandra Berke

&
Spencer Soloway

on the occasion of their AufRuf

Welcome to New Members

Deborah Nadelmann
Jacqueline & Anthony

Bennett

Matzah Fund 
Laurie Berke-Weiss & Brian Berke
Shiela & Mordecai Braunstein
Audrey & Burton Citak
Edith Claman
Karen Dine
Ira & Myrna Epstein
Sherry Fyman & Rossella Mocerino
Arlene Flohr
Harold Griffel
Marilyn & Hy Gross
Ellen & Harvey Katz
Peter & Leslie Levine
Jeffrey Lowitt
Florence Kavaler
Sherry Kavaler
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Barbara Levine
Peter & Leslie Levine
Laurie Newitz & Kenneth Adelsberg
David Reitner
Marshal & Janet Salant
Jacob Sutton 

Sale of Chametz
Laurie Berke-Weiss & Brian Berke
Shiela & Mordecai Braunstein
Audrey & Burton Citak
Edith Claman
Karen Dine
Arlene Flohr
Sherry Fyman & Rossella Mocerino
Marilyn & Hy Gross
Harold Griffel
Harriet & Arnold Gussin
Ellen & Harvey Katz
Natalie Katz
Florence Kavaler
Sherry Kavaler
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Barbara Levine
Jeffrey Lowitt
Murray Rehner
David Reitner
Carole Roller
Marshal & Janet Salant
Jacob Sutton
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TODAH RABBAH 
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Rhoda Greif & Allen Weinberg, in honor of Edith Claman’s birthday
Florence Kavaler, in thanks for an aliyah
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, a Refuah Shelmah for Sara Markel Altman
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, Refuah Shelmah for Alfred Kingsley
Barbara Levine, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Jeffrey Lowitt
Heris Stenzel, in honor of Sandy Koppell for her dedication to the Shalach Manot project
Heris Stenzel, in honor of all the volunteers for their help on the Shalach Manot project
Heris Stenzel, special thanks to Sherry Fyman for her guidance on Shalach Manot shipping
Yacha Sutton, in thanks for an Aliyah
Lois Weiss, in honor of the naming of Alexandra Weiss, daughter of Michael & Mariana Weiss

YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Morris Bach
Bernita Benson, in loving memory of Ruth Kramer
Sam Blumenstyk, in loving memory of Adele Blumenstyk
Sam Blumenstyk, in loving memory of Victor Blumenstyk
Herbert Chaves, in loving memory of Mark Chaves
Lawrence Citron, in loving memory of Irving Citron
Rhonda DeFabritus, in loving memory of  Sophie Bertan
Robert Drillings, in loving memory of Irving Drillings
Bernard Drucker, in loving memory of Fanny Drucker
Bernard Drucker, in loving memory of Joseph Drucker
Myrna Epstein, in loving memory of Beatrice Gradowitz
Myrna Epstein, in loving memory of Louis Gradowitz 
Burton Fine, in loving memory of Sidney A. Fine
Rita Friedman, in loving memory of Helen Friedman
Susan Fuldauer, in loving memory of Louis Fuldauer
Janet Gordon, in loving memory of Solomon Gordon
Heiman Gross, in loving memory of Jacob Gross
Alan Honig, in loving memory of Joyce Adams Honig
Florence Kavaler, in loving memory of Rose Kavaler Weinstein
Sheila Kresch, in loving memory of Olga Rosenberg
Helene Laszlo, in loving memory of Rae Knobler
Billie Lederman-Bauman, in loving memory of Samuel Lederman
Jeffrey Leff, in loving memory of Martin Leff
Barbara Levine, in loving memory of Samuel Levine
Barbara Levine, in loving memory of Irving Rebhun
Maurice Linker, in loving memory of Jacques Linker
Sharon Miller, in loving memory of David Abrams
Florence Mink, in loving memory of her uncle, Solomon Seider
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of Sarolta Adler
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of Mildred Hall
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of William Mohr
Madeline Mohr, in loving memory of Ida Weinberg
Evelyn Morgenstern, in loving memory of Ann Haas
Elaine Nadell, in loving memory of David Harris
Marcia Novegrod, in loving memory of Melvyn Novegrod
Sandra Ortner, in loving memory of Hilda Goodman
Jerold Politzer, in loving memory of Lillian Politzer
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YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)
Alan Resnick, in loving memory of Abe Resnick
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Gussie White
Jeffrey Richards, in loving memory of Helen Richards
David Rosenberg, in loving memory of Olga Rosenberg
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Sophie Herr
Edward Sandler, in loving memory of Stuart Rosenthal
Fara Satin, in loving memory of Steven Thall
Ruth Schoen, in loving memory of Murray Schoen
Marilyn Schulder, in loving memory of Helaine Frank
Monroe Schulder, in loving memory of Ephraim Karpel
Susan Schulman, in loving memory of Ida Ramsfelder
Vivian Schwimmer, in loving memory of Ernest Vermes
Judith Shamilzadeh, in loving memory of Bernard Kaufman
Judy Sharkman, in loving memory of Paul Gilbert
Elizabeth Shwal, in loving memory of Zachary Shwal
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Eugene Kalisch
Paula Snyder, in loving memory of Hannah Tymon
Marcia Spear, in loving memory of Nana, Jean Kaplan
Sheldon Stein, in loving memory of Anna Stein
Harvey Travers, in loving memory of Rose Travers
Audrey Woolrich, in loving memory of Eugene Woolrich

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Peter & Leslie Levine
Richard & Judith Sharken
Eva Young

FLOWER FUND
Bonnie & Bob Cooperman, in loving memory of his father, Albert Cooperman  
Karen Dine
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
David Sokol

KIDDUSH FUND
Bonnie & Bob Cooperman, in loving memory of his father, Albert Cooperman  
Karen Dine
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
David Sokol

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Billie & Philip Bauman, in honor of the birth of the Rabbi’s son, Felix Weber-Pelcovits
Audrey Cohen, in honor of the birth of the Rabbi’s son, Felix Weber-Pelcovits
Karen Dine
Kalmen Einbinder
Roselyne Insdorf
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of the birth of the Rabbi’s son, Felix Weber-Pelcovits
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JOIN OUR SYNAGOGE BOOK Club
  BOTH MEN & WOMEN INVITED 

                                   Monday - May 11, 2015 at 7:45 PM
                                 (We would like to start promptly) 

 

Edith Claman, 475 Park Ave - 3A has graciously volunteered to host this meeting.  Please RSVP
to her at emclaman@verizon.net,  212-838-2588(H) or 917-923-5317 (C).   Florence Diller will
be leading the discussion of the book “An Officer and a Spy" by Robert Harris.  This is the
story of the infamous Dreyfus affair told as a chillingly dark, hard-edged novel of conspiracy
and espionage. Paris in 1895. Bringing to life the scandal that mesmerized the world at the
turn of the twentieth century, Robert Harris tells a tale of uncanny timeliness--a witch hunt,
secret tribunals, out-of-control intelligence agencies, the fate of a whistle-blower--richly
dramatized with the singular storytelling mastery.  Those of us who have already read the
book will attest to the fact that it is a good read.

Yizkor
Rosalind Devon
Marilyn & Heiman Gross
Burt & Brenda Fine
Anita Guttman
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner
Robert & Sheila Kresch
Jeffrey Lowitt
Robert & Janice Manheimer
Ellice Matsil
Jacob Sutton

KOL NIDRE
Jeffrey Levine 

In honor of the birth of the Rabbi’s son, Felix
Laurie Berke-Weiss & Brian Berke
Honey & Bernard Drucker
David, Blair & Jeremy Drucker
Arlene Flohr
Ellen & Harvey Katz
Bernadette Kriftcher
Barbara Levine
Peter & Leslie Levine
Laurie Newitz & Kenneth Adelsberg
Murray Rehner
Carole Roller
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Women’s League Corner -
 

We are now counting the Omer, transitioning from celebrating our 
freedom to accepting the Torah at Mt. Sinai on Shavuot.  We observe this
holiday as a full festival, with emphasis on studying.  This year we will be
celebrating together with Sutton Place Synagogue.  There will be a dinner and
teachings by both our Rabbi and Rabbi Ain.  Join us for this exciting very special
event.

We celebrated the third annual Women’s Seder with the women of Habonim and
Sutton Place Synagogues.  We enjoyed a wonderful Seder led by Rabbi Rachel Ain
and Hazzan Bonnie Streigold, as well as a delicious dinner and the camaraderie of
sharing the event with Synagogue Chaverot.

Todah Rabah to Audrey Cohen, Chair of Women's League Shabbat on April 25. 
Thank you to all who came out to support this event and make it the huge success it
was.  We hosted a beautiful Kiddush, made possible by the financial contributions of
our members.  A special thank you to Eva Young for her delicious kugel.  All the
participants did us proud.  We enjoyed having the Tot Shabbat kids join us at
Kiddush. 

The annual Torah Fund dinner will be held Tuesday, May 19th with our MetroNorth
chaverot.  Torah Fund is the way we in Women’s League support the next generation
of leaders.  We are thrilled Hazzan Bonnie Streigold will be honored and look
forward to sharing her simcha. Let’s show her our support.  Reservation forms are
available at the Synagogue.  If you need a reservation form and can’t get there I will
gladly get it to you personally.  Contact me at safta18@aol.com or 212-758-7445. 

As we begin winding down and get ready for the next year we would love to hear
your suggestions.

B’Shalom,

Sandy Koppell

Women’s League 
Metropolitan Seder
March 11, 2015
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Or Olam - The East 55th Street Synagogue
Founded October 30, 1906 

as Chevra B’nai Leive

Clergy and Officers
Ephraim Pelcovits Rabbi
Bonnie Streigold Hazzan
Sherry Fyman Torah Reader
Barbara Gerber-Krasner President
David Reitner Vice-President
Arlene Flohr Vice-President
David Sokol Treasurer
Richard Kaufman Secretary

SHABBATOT for June

June 5-6 Bhea’alotekha
Candlelighting: 8:05 pm     
Torah:  Numbers 8:1-12:16
Haftarah: Zecharias 2:14-4:7

June 12-13 Shelah lekha
Candlelighting:  8:09pm     
Torah:  Numbers 13:1-15:41
Haftarah: Joshua 2:1-24

June 19-20 Korah
Candlelighting: 8:12pm     
Torah: Numbers 16:1-18:32
Haftarah: I Samuel 11:14-12:22

June 26-27 Hukkat
Candlelighting:  8:13pm     
Torah:  Numbers 19:1-22:1
Haftarah: Judges 11:1-33

SHABBAT AND DAILY SERVICE TIMES
SHABBAT SERVICE TIMES
Kabbalat Shabbat                     6:00 p.m.
Morning Service                       9:30 a.m.
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Service (Monday-Friday)   8:00 a.m.

Office Closed:  May 25th for Memorial Day

SHABBATOT - May

May 1-2 Aharei mot + Kedoshim
Candlelighting:  7:34pm  
Torah:  Leviticus 16:1-20:27
Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15

May 8-9    Emor
Candlelighting:  7:41pm  
Torah:  Leviticus 21:1-24;23
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31

May 15-16  Behar+ Behukkotal
Candlelighting: 7:48pm  
Torah:  Leviticus 25:1-27:34
Haftarah:  Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

May 22-23 Erev Shavu’ot
Bemidbar

Candlelighting:  7:54pm 
Torah:  Numbers 1:1-4:20
Haftarah: Hosea  2:1-22

May 29-30  Naso
Candlelighting:  8:00pm 
Torah:  Numbers 4:21-7:89
Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25

OR OLAM 
THE EAST 55TH STREET SYNAGOGUE

308 East 55th Street • New York, NY  10022 •
212-752-1200

office@east55.org      www.east55.org
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