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From Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits --

Dear Friends,

As most of you have heard me confess before, I am an unapologetic political 
junky.  With more than twenty months to go until our next Presidential election (not that 
anyone but Hillary Clinton and yours truly are counting…) you might think that I am, at 
the moment, seeking a new hobby.  Don’t worry.  As an ardent Zionist, my political fever crosses the
Atlantic Ocean, and I follow Israeli elections with terrific interest as well.  Lately, I’ve found myself
reloading the website of Haaretz at a rate far exceeding any domestic newspaper.  For in just a few
weeks, on March 17th, Israelis will be heading to the polls.   

Yet, with this election, my interest in the race has seemed almost common.   Friends and
congregants all want to discuss the polls, and I don’t think they are just being polite!  The intensity of
interest about the Israeli election among those in the New York Jewish Community crystalized for me
in early February, when I attended a discussion about the election sponsored by the New Israel Fund,
an amazing organization that raises funds for civil and human rights work – as well as religious
tolerance and pluralism – in Israeli Society.  When Rachel and I showed up at the venue five or ten
minutes before the event was scheduled to begin (normally an absurdly generous window for a Jewish
sponsored event in my estimation), we found a room filled way beyond capacity. All available food
and drink were long ago consumed, and dozens of eager participants were carving out spaces for
themselves on the floor to hear what the Israeli journalist and historian, Gershom Gorenberg could tell
us about the upcoming vote.  When Gorenberg finished his presentation I was amazed again, by just
how substantive the questions being asked were, how thirsty the participants were to find out more
about the election, and how they hoped to get more involved as well.  And yet, as Mr. Gorenberg made
quite clear to all of us, Israel is blessed to have very strict election laws that restrict foreign support for
candidates and parties.   We, he explained, simply cannot sway this election with a check to the parties
on the right, left or center!

And yet, despite Mr. Gorenberg’s stern warning about Israeli election laws and their high
fences protecting the Knesset from the influence of foreign money, we American Jews do have an
opportunity to influence a critical Israeli governing body over the coming weeks, by voting in elections
for the upcoming World Zionist Congress.   

“Wait a minute rabbi,” you say.  “Wasn’t the Zionist Congress that thing Theodor Herzl
convened long ago to push forward his plan for a Jewish state in Ottoman Palestine?”   While the First
Zionist Congress was convened by Herzl, Basel, back in 1897, the Congress continues to gather every
five years in Jerusalem, and will be meeting again this year, with voting being
conducted online, and by paper ballots, until the end of April.

The modern Zionist Congress has real power, to oversee three major Israeli
quasi-governmental institutions: the Jewish National Fund, which owns large swaths
of public land; the Jewish Agency for Israel, which encourages aliyah to Israel and
absorbs new immigrants to the State; and the World Zionist Organization, which
educates Israeli and diaspora Jews about the Zionist mission.  The World Zionist
Congress, to be convened later this year, will help set these organizations policy
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priorities, and, most importantly, will help to decide how these organizations spend their significant
budgets.
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Taking the time to read about the priorities of the different organizations hoping to represent
you at the WZO, and spending the ten dollars to register to vote in the Zionist Congress’s election, will
take you from the Zionist sidelines to full participant.   I encourage you to read more about the election
through one of the wonderful voter guides put together either by the JTA,
http://www.jta.org/2015/01/26/news-opinion/united-states/world-zionist-congress-elections-a-voters-gu
ide,  or Ha’aretz, http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-news/1.639722.   As always, I
am happy to discuss your thoughts about the different parties, and give you my two cents on their
platforms, over a cup of coffee.  Once you’ve made your choice, don’t forget to vote at,
https://myvoteourisrael.com/ , or pick-up an old fashioned paper registration form in the rack in our
synagogue lobby.

All my best wishes, and with prayers for peace, health and happiness for all of Israel’s
citizens and residents. 

Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits

1.

 Of particular interest to the dedicated Or Olam congregant, our late member, Mrs. Ruth Popkin,
z”l, was President of the World Zionist Congress in the late 1980s.  You can read more about Mrs.
Popkin’s remarkable life of service to our people in her NY Times obituary,
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/08/nyregion/ruth-popkin-president-of-hadassah-who-worked-to
-resettle-refugees-in-israel-dies-at-101.html?_r=0 .





Passover 2015/5775 – Schedule of Services 

Friday, April 3 Eve of Passover/Fast of the First Born
Morning Service followed by Siyyum 8:00 am
Latest time to eat Chametz 10:13 am
Latest time to destroy Chametz 11:24 am

Saturday, April 4 First Day of Passover
Morning Service 9:30 am

Sunday, April 5 Second Day of Passover
Morning Service 9:30 am

Monday, April 6 Intermediate Day of Passover
Morning Service 7:45 am

Tuesday, April 7 Intermediate Day of Passover
Morning Service 7:45 am

Wednesday, 8 Intermediate Day of Passover
Morning Service 7:45 am

Thursday, April 9 Intermediate Day of Passover
Morning Service 7:45 am
Festival Evening Service 6:00 pm

Friday, April 10 Seventh Day of Passover
Morning Service 9:30 am
Festival Evening Service/Kabbalat Shabbat 6:00 pm

Saturday, April 11 Eighth Day of Passover/Yizkor
Morning Service 9:30 am
Yizkor to begin at approximately 11:00 am



President’s Message   
March and April bring us two optimistic holidays, Purim and Pesach, respectively.
The first marks the salvation of the Jews of Persia through the intervention of 
Queen Esther and the strategy of her uncle Mordecai, ending with King Xerxes 
saving the Jews and punishing their nemesis, Haman.  The second holiday marks 
the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, their freedom from slavery, and the journey to their
Holy Land.  Yet, against this historical background, we are ironically facing now a possible new
Haman in Iran and an exodus from Europe, the result of increasing Anti-Semitism, manifested
by either the Al Qaeda or ISIS bombing of Jewish shops and synagogues, as well as personal
attacks against Jews.  Even in the United States, the BDS movement has become widespread on
college campuses.  

As I write this message, US Secretary of State Kerry is negotiating a treaty with Iran to limit its
production of uranium and the number of its reactors, and Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu is
expected to address the US Congress on March 3, just before Purim. Netanyahu’s acceptance of
the invitation by the Speaker of the House, despite President Obama’s lack of approval, and his
refusing to meet separately with the Democratic members of Congress have added stress to the
relationship between the United States and Israel.  Israeli elections are scheduled three weeks
after Netanyahu’s address, and we cannot predict how the results will shape Israeli and United
States policy.   Never before have the relations between Israel and the United States executive
branch been so strained.  

We must hope and pray that Israel and the entire Jewish people will overcome the current
obstacles and have many more years to celebrate the positive outcomes commemorated by our
two holidays.

In our synagogue community, however, we have reason to be optimistic, as we undertake a
major renovation of the main sanctuary.  We have begun work on the ceiling and painting of the
interior. We are also planning new seating. N.Y. Solutions, Inc. is the company executing the
project of ceiling and painting, under the excellent guidance of vice-president David Reitner.
Members of our building/interior decorating committee Harold Levine and Edith Claman are
participating in the selection for new seating.  The first phase of renovations, ceiling and
painting, should be completed by Mid-May.

On behalf of the entire Board, I wish all of you a happy Purim, a sweet Pesach, and a more
peaceful global situation.   May the lion depart early in March, allowing us all to enjoy milder
weather.    

L’hitraot,
Barbara 



SALE OF CHAMETZ

I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi Ephraim Pelcovits to act in my behalf to sell all
chametz possessed by me – knowingly or unknowingly – as defined by Torah and rabbinic law, and to
lease all places wherein chametz owned may be found.  This transaction will be in effect for the
duration of Pesach, which this year begins with sundown on April 3, 2015 and runs through April 11,
2015.   And to this I hereby affix my signature on this ____ day of _____________, in the year 2015.

Signature

Name (printed)  

Address 1

Address 2

Address 3

Email Phone:

Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $___________ for the sale of Chametz.
Please make your check payable to the Or Olam The East 55th Street Synagogue.

Matzah Fund

100% of the Matzah Fund Money is applied to community purposes.
Our Synagogue funds needy Jewish families for Passover necessities and Pesah foods.  We also
provide Haggadot for Jewish patients in hospitals and other institutions.  In these difficult times, the
“MITZVAH OF GIVING” will enable you to sit down at your Seder table with a heart full of joy knowing
you gave to those less fortunate than you the oportunity to observe the holidays and experience the
Warmth of Pesah.

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $________________ for the MATZAH FUND.
(Make check payable to Or Olam - The East 55th Street Synagogue “MATZAH FUND”.

Name (printed)  

Address Apt #

Ciy, State Zip Code

Email Phone:









TODAH RABBAH 
We thank the following individuals for supporting our community:
GENERAL FUND
Michael Berr
Bert & Audrey Citak, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Ruth Popkin
Edith Claman, in honor of Mary Boyle
Edith Claman, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Richard & Sarah Dine, in honor of Karen Dine
Bernard Drucker, in memory of his sister, Evelyn Barron
Honey Drucker, in memory of her sister, Elaine Goldring
Rita Greenstein, in thanks to everyone who sent me a Shalach Manot basket
Rita Greenstein,
 in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Martin & Barbara Klein
Barry & Suzanne Langman, in honor of Karen Dine
Leslie & Peter Levine, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Mary Millman, Michelle Zitwer & Family, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Laurie Newitz & Ken Adelsberg, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano
Sophie & Eric Ross, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister, Judith Foppiano

YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS
Aaron Ast, in loving memory of Abraham Ast
Aaron Ast, in loving memory of Sarah Ast
Barbara Ast, in loving memory of David Marlowe
Aaron & Barbara Ast, in loving memory of Selma Hockhauser
Judith Bach, in loving memory of Julia Denker
Brian Berke, in loving memory of Cylka Berke
Laurie Berke-Weiss, in loving memory of Irwin Weiss
Michael Berelowitz, in loving memory of Ralph Finkelstein
Mary Boyle, in loving memory of Dr. Edward Shamoun
Audrey Citak, in loving memory of Martha Kahn
Burton Citak, in loving memory of Sol Citak
Edith Claman, in loving memory of Mike Claman
Sara Doktofsky, in loving memory of Max Doktofsky
Burton Fine, in loving memory of Libby Fine
Allen Finkelstein, in loving memory of Etta Barone
Warren Friedman, in loving memory of his mother, Mildred Friedman
Gary Gaines, in loving memory of Jacob Ginsberg
David Goss, in loving memory of Bertha Goss
Rita Greenstein, in loving memory of Harry Rappoport
Rita Greenstein, in loving memory of Bessie Greenstein
Rita Greenstein, in loving memory of Morton Greenstein
Rita Greenstein, in loving memory of Claire Rothman
Rita Greenstein, in loving memory of Eli Greenstein
Harold Griffel, in loving memory of Samuel Griffel
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Sally Karpman
Barbara Haar, in loving memory of Mollie Karpman
Jacqueline Heft, in loving memory of Victoria Ezra
Doris Hertz, in loving memory of Philip Miller
Ellen Katz, in loving memory of Harry Schneider
Marcia Kerr Cherbini, in loving memory of Shirley Weiner
Bernadette Kriftcher, in loving memory of Noel Kriftcher
Helene Laszlo, in loving memory of Marvin Knobler
Ellice Matsil, in loving memory of Anna Block
David Menashy, in loving memory of Edward Menashy
Sandra Ortner, in loving memory of Max Moskowitz



YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)
Roberta Nusim, in loving memory of Samuel Nusim
Charlotte Plotnick, in loving memory of Shirley Weiner
Jerald Politzer, in loving memory of Gabriel Politzer
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Selma Hockhauser
Murray Rehner, in loving memory of Morris White
Steven Rosen, in loving memory of David Rosen
Eric Ross, in loving memory of Luisa Ross
Michael Rubenstein, in loving memory of Nan Rubenstein
Marilyn Schulder, in loving memory of Frank White
Vivian Schwimmer, in loving memory of Sara Vermes
Arthur Sellner, in loving memory of Lillian Sellner
Arthur Sellner, in loving memory of Henry Sellner
Judith Sharken, in loving memory of Esther Gilbert
Richard Sharken, in loving memory of Ethel Sharken
Carla Singer, in loving memory of Betty & Martin Singer
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Jean Frectman
Helene Singer, in loving memory of Regina Frectman
Rose Singer, in loving memory of her beloved mother, Miriam B. Singer 
Jeffrey Snyder, in loving memory of Fred Snyder
David Sokol, in loving memory of Bernice Sokol
Harriet Solo, in loving memory of Marc Solo
Heris & Jan Stenzel, in loving memory of Hyman Stenzel
Heris & Jan Stenzel, in loving memory of Lillian Stenzel
Nassar Victory, in loving memory of Jacob Victory

BUILDING FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner, in honor of Seymour Krasner’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of David Goss’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor Natalie Katz’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Mark Shapiro’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Glenn Ostrager’s Birthday

FLOWER FUND
Arnold & Harriet Gussin
Jeffrey & Lynn Leff, in honor of the Auf Ruf of Skylar Leff & Alex Lubin
Sophie & Eric Ross, in loving memory of Miguel & Luisa Ross
Michael & Julie Weiss, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Weiss

KIDDUSH FUND
Edith Claman
Arnold & Harriet Gussin
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Harold Griffel’s Birthday
Jeffrey & Lynn Leff, in honor of the Auf Ruf of Skylar Leff & Alex Lubin
Sophie & Eric Ross, in loving memory of Miguel & Luisa Ross
Stuart Stahl
Michael & Julie Weiss, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Weiss

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Joel Cohen, in loving memory of Hymen Ezra Cohen



JOIN OUR SYNAGOGE BOOK GROUP 
BOTH MEN & WOMEN INVITED 

We regret we had to cancel our February meeting.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10.  We have postponed the reading of An Officer
and a Spy by Robert Harris, as Florence Diller, who will be leading the discussion, will be unable to
attend.   This book will be discussed at the following meeting.
At our March 10 meeting Edith Claman will present a short review of: "Dona Gracia of the House of
Naxos" by Cecil Roth, which was our December book.  We will then be discussing “Rav Hisda’s
Daughter, Book 1, Apprentice” by Maggie Anton.  Hisdadukh, blessed to be beautiful and learned, is
the youngest child of Talmudic sage Rav Hisda. The world around her is full of conflict. Rome, fast
becoming Christian, battles Zoroastrian Persia for dominance while Rav Hisda and his colleagues
struggle to establish new Jewish traditions after the destruction of Jerusalem's Holy Temple. Against
this backdrop Hisdadukh embarks on the tortuous path to become an enchantress in the very land
where the word 'magic' originated.

Dates for future meeting and books will be planned at the March meeting.  Bring your ideas for
future selections to the March meeting or e-mail them to safta18@aol.com 

An RSVP is necessary for attendance at our discussions, as these meetings are held in people’s
homes.  Please let me know if you plan to attend.  Call 212-758-7445 or e-mail as above.

PROGRAM FUND
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of the engagement of Adam Cohen, son of 
                              Audrey Cohen and Joel Cohen, to Jenifer Hou 
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in memory of Sandy Koppell’s sister Judith Foppiano
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor Lloyd Altman’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Sara Markel Altman’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Leo Koppell’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Heris Stenzel’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Barbara Title’s Birthday 

KOL NIDRE
Mark Shapiro & Judith Lewent

YIZKOR
Erwin Danker

SIDDURIM
Rose Singer, in loving memory of Cantor Jacob & Miriam Singer

TREE OF LIFE
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Edith Claman’s Birthday
Barbara Gerber-Krasner & Seymour Krasner, in honor of Murray Rehner’s 80th Birthday
Ruth Oppenheimer, in honor of Edith Claman’s Birthday



Women’s League Corner -
 

Spring is coming, but it certainly is not in the air as I sit and look at the snowflakes 
falling.  Purim is upon us and we are planning for Pesach.
The Synagogue book group had to cancel its winter meeting twice. We hope the 
third time is the charm and looking forward to seeing you on Tuesday, March 10 when we will
gather.  You have heard this from me twice already, but it is necessary to repeat the details once
more.  See the article on our book group, elsewhere in the bulletin.

The Shalach Manot team was amazing.  In addition to shipping and delivering baskets to fulfill orders,
we donated bags to; Chai Lifeline for sick children and Met Council and Project Ore, for Seniors. We
had an incredible team working.  Accolades to chair, Heris Stenzel, and a big todah rabah to the
entire team: Sara Markel Altman, Billie & Phil Bauman, Angelique Bruh, Edith Claman, Rita Friedman,
Terri Gelbart, Rita Greenstein, Harriet & Arnold Gussin, Sheila Kretsch, Mary Millman, Laurie Newitz, ,
Eva Shamah, Lisa Siegal, and of course our very own Mary Boyle, without whom we could not
accomplish this project.  Thank you to all of the congregation family who supported this mitzvah.

We were about to deliver our Shalach Manot boxes when the snow came (yet again).  One team
(Terri Gelbert & Lisa Siegal) plowed through the snow for a while.  Sara Altman made a valiant effort
but had to quit after a few deliveries.  As I write this I am lining up teams to get all our boxes
delivered.  We may yet tap a few more people to help with deliveries.

On Wednesday, March 11th, we will be holding our annual Women’s Seder in conjunction with
Habonim and Sutton Place Synagogue.  Though the deadline has past, please let me know if you
would like to attend (safta18@aol.com or 212-758-7445) and we will do everything we can to
accommodate you.  Our own Hazzan, Bonnie Streigold, will be leading our Seder together with Rabbi
Rachel Ain.  We all look forward to this unique perspective of the Seder experience.

Women’s League Shabbat will be held on Saturday, May 2nd.  We are just beginning to make plans.
Let me know if you can be with us and participate, and/or donate to this event, as we sponsor the
flowers and host the kiddush.  We have welcomed several new members to Women’s League this
year.  We are delighted to have had Shirley Freitag, Susan Friedman, Terri Gelbart, Irene Kopely, Ruth
Oppenheimer and Ester  Szectman join us.  They will be honored at our Women’s League Shabbat. It
is not too late for you, too, to join us.

The annual Torah Fund dinner will be held on Tuesday, May 19, at Sutton Place Synagogue.  This
year we will be honoring the amazing and wonderful Hazzan, Bonnie Streigold.  Please save the date.

With all our holidays upcoming, may we say goodbye to the winter blahs and celebrate Purim and
Pesach together.

B’Shalom,

Sandy Koppell



Or Olam - The East 55th Street Synagogue
Founded October 30, 1906 

as Chevra B’nai Leive

Clergy and Officers
Ephraim Pelcovits Rabbi
Bonnie Streigold Hazzan
Sherry Fyman Torah Reader
Barbara Gerber-Krasner President
David Reitner Vice-President
Arlene Flohr Vice-President
David Sokol Treasurer
Richard Kaufman Secretary

SHABBATOT for April

April 3-4 Pesach
Candlelighting: 7:04 pm     
Torah:  Exodus 12:21-51
Haftarah: Joshua 3:5-7, 5:2-6:1, 6:27

April 10-11  Pesach
Candlelighting:  7:12pm     
Torah:  Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17
Maftir: Numbers 28:19-25
Haftarah: Isaiah 10:32-12:6

April 17-18 Shemini
Candlelighting: 7:19pm     
Torah:  Leviticus 9:1-11:47
Haftarah: I Samuel 20:18-42

April 24-25 Tazria + Metsora
Candlelighting:  7:26pm     
Torah:  Leviticus 12:1-15:33
Haftarah: II Kings 7:3-20

SHABBAT AND DAILY SERVICE TIMES
SHABBAT SERVICE TIMES
Kabbalat Shabbat                     6:00 p.m.
Morning Service                       9:30 a.m.
WEEKDAY SERVICES
Morning Service (Monday-Friday)   8:00 a.m.

SHABBATOT - March

March 6-7 Ki Tissa
Candlelighting:  5:34pm  
Torah:  Exodus 30:11-34:35
Haftarah: I  Kings 18:1-39

March 13-14     Vayakhel + Pekudei
Candlelighting:  6:42pm  
Torah:  Exodus 35:1-40:38
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:16-38

March 20-21  Vayikra
Candlelighting: 6:50pm  
Torah:  Leviticus 1:
Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:28-29:21

March 27-28   Tsav
Candlelighting:  6:57pm  
Torah:  Leviticus 6:1-8:36
Haftarah: Mal. 3:4-24, 23

OR OLAM 
THE EAST 55TH STREET SYNAGOGUE

308 East 55th Street • New York, NY  10022 •
212-752-1200

office@east55.org      www.east55.org

Daylight Savings Time
begins on 

Sunday, March 8 at
2:00am


